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A Christmas Wish— 


with a New Year Message 
By Joseph Taylor Britan, D.D. 


There is encouragement for the new year 
in this poem sent by the author as a greet- 
ing to friends at the Christmas season. 


AY Christ in you be all that He 
Was meant by God in man to be: 


The only Saviour on the tree 

Who was both man and Deity ; 

The Prophet in whose every word 

The real voice of God is heard ; 

The Priest whose perfect sacrifice * 
For sin’s forgiveness doth suffice ; 

The King who rules men every day 
Yet gives true freedom ‘neath his sway ; 
The Way that leads us into peace 

And from self- effort gives release ; 
The Truth unchanging, firm, serene, 
When change amidst all else is seen ; 
The Life in which ours takes its source 
And, merged in His, completes its course ; 
The Light that drives away all gloom 
And penetrates the dreaded tomb ; 
The Friend who knows our inmost heart 
And bears of all our pain a part ; 

The Counsellor to whom we go 

When burdened by life’s cares and woe; 
The Guide who leads us safely by 

The dangers which so terrify ; 

The Rock Foundation ever sure, 

From quake and hurricane secure ; 

A Living Fountain springing up 

To fill forevermore our cup ; 

The Bread of Life on which we feed, 
The true Supplier of each need ; 

The God whom saints long gone before, 
With angels, worship and adore ; 

Our Home when voyaging is past 

And we have reached our port at last. 


May Christ in you all these things be, 
Both now and through eternity ! 


The King’s Family 

There is no human bond’ $0 precious 
as that of the family, There was deep 
significance in the reiteration of the word 
“family” in the address of the King of 
England carried by international broadcast 
throughout the British Empire and the 
world on Christmas Day. This broadcast 
was unique in radio history as a two-way 
broadcast; in answer to the messages go- 
ing out from London there came return 
messages from every part of the Empire, 
—near by in England, Wales, and Scot- 
land, and also from Canada, India, South 
Africa, Australia, and other “uttermost” 
points. King George spoke the closing 
word, and in far-off New Zealand the Duke 
of Gloucester, third son of the King, heard 
his father’s voice. Noting that Christmas 
Day, “with its hallowed memories, is the 
festival of a family,” the King expressed 
the hope that all who were listening to 
him, in whatever part of the world they 
might be, would remember that they “are 
bound to me and to one another by the 
spirit of one great family.” He spoke 
of the “restless and troubled” world, and 
the still unsolved problems, then said: “I 
am convinced that if we meet them in the 
spirit of one family we shall overcome 
them.” Christians who were listening could 
not but think of Paul’s prayer in Ephesians 
3 before the King ended his message; and 
their hearts rejoiced as they heard this 
Christian Monarch close with Paul’s own 
words as he said: “I commend you to 
the Father of whom every family on earth 
is named, God bless you all.” 


% 
“Stand F 
tan ast 
“IT sought fora man... that should... 


stand in the gap... 
(Ezek. 22: 30). 


666 TAND back, you dogs! You shall 
not pass!’ With this word on our 
watchman’s lips, for many weeks 

we held back the enemy with only one 
man until.one day he was slashed across 
his neck, in an unguarded moment, and 
there was no one to fill the gap quickly 
enough. The enemy rushed in,*and we 
were made slaves of that tribe for twelve 
years,” 

Thus runs the sequel of the episode as 
narrated by an old Ethiopian warrior, as 
we entered the narrow pass, hardly wider 
than a man’s body, which had been the 
scene of many a battle and victory in the 
years gone by, for it is the only entrance 


. but I found none 





This editérial is by Harold B. Street of the 
Sudam Interior Mission, North Africa. 


What is “ Modernism”? 


Modernism in religion makes claim to 
two important things. It claims to offer 
something new, and it claims to offer the 
truth, New truth, then, is Modernism’s 
great appeal. There are many grades 
or variations of so-called Christian Mod- 

_ernism. There is extreme Modernism, 
and “moderate” Modernism. Some pro- 
fessing Christian Modernists deny many 
fundamental doctrines; others accept most 
of the doctrines and deny only a little. But 
the heart of Modernism, whether it de- 
nies much or little, is unbelief. That is, 
Modernism denies something of what God 
has declared is the truth. Modernism re- 
jects the integrity of the Bible. And the 
heart, or final test, of Christian Funda- 
mentalism is belief in the whole Bible as 
the inspired and infallible Word of God. 
If any part of the Word of God is denied, 
Modernism is there. The two great claims 
of Modernism, therefore, collapse. .-Mod- 
ernism is not new, and it is not true. Every 
basic position of Modernism today can be 
found in the false religious teachings of 
past centuries, until we get back to the 
garden of Eden when Satan offered Eve 
an alleged truth which gave God the lie: 
“Ye shall not surely die.” He offered also 
a new experience: “Your eyes shall be 
opened, and ye shall be as gods.” When the 
lie was accepted as the truth, death fol- 
lowed, with spiritual blindness instead of 
new vision. Modernism can be tested and 
exposed by the old saying: “If it’s 
new, ‘it isn’t true; and if it’s true, it isn’t 
new.’ 


in the Lord” 


to a rich country naturally protected by 
great cliffs, towering three hundred or four 
hundred feet high, and ugly chasms that 
make even the bravest heart lose a beat 
or two. 

As we heard this story, there flashed 
through our minds, “What an illustration 
of our Christian warfare today!” With 
ghastly holes being made in the front bat- 
tle line these days by atheism, Communism, 
Modernism, and just indifference, we can 
hear the Captain of our host calling im 
clear tones, “I want a man to stand.” 

As the Ethiopian warrior kept guard at 
that lone entrance into his country, he must 
have realized that it was not so much his 
courage, nor even his skill in wielding a 
spear, which made it possible to hold back 
a whole army, but -his position. As he 
stood in the fissure of a granite ‘cliff, no 
one could pass except over his dead body. 

Is not the apparent defeat in many places 
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along the. Christian battle front directly : 


“traceable to Christians failing to take their 
stand in. that strategic position, the Rock, 


«Christ Jesus, and stalwartly claiming vic- 


“ness, or peril, or sword? 


tory in that impregnable defense? Had 
not David taken this stand when he wrote, 
“O Lord my rock” (Psa. 28:1); “In the 
time of trouble . .. he shall set me up upon 
a rock” (Psa. 27:5)? And, after experi- 
encing the vanity of things, and even 
friends, his prayer was, “Lead me to the 
rock that is higher~than I’ (Psa. 61: 2), 
and. in that. blest position he could. sing 
out of a heart enjoying perfect calm; “He 
only is my rock and my salvation; he is 
my defence; I shalt not be greatly moved. 
. . . In God is my salvation and my: glory: 
the rock of my strength; and my refuge, 
is m God” (Psa. 62: 2, 7). 

It is hardly necessary to state to Bible- 


believing. Christians that, as born-again- 


ones, we are “saints... in Christ Jesus” 
(Eph. 1:1), because “chosen ... in him” 
(Eph, 1:4), and consequently, our “life 
is hid with Christ in God” (Col. 3:3). 
In love we were born (John 3:16), in 
love he has kept us (John 17:12), and 
we can well ask with Paul (Rom. 8: 35, 
37): “Who shall separate us from the 
love, of Christ? shall tribulation, or dis- 
tress, or persecution, or famine, or naked- 
Nay, in all these 
things we are more than conquerors through 
him that loved us.” In Christ, oh, blessed 


position! “Underneath are the everlast- 
ing arms” (Deut. 33:27). Round about 
are his protecting wings (Psa. 61:4). 


Over and above are his ever-watchful eyes 
(2 Chron. 16:9). 


“In heavenly love abiding, 
No change my heart shall fear; 
And safe in such confiding, 
For nothing changes here. 
The storm- may roar without me, 
My heart may low be laid, 
But God is round about me, 
And can I be dismayed ?” 


Having really discerned our position in 
the Rock, it would seem to be the natural 
thing to take our stand there, for “the 
foundation of God standeth sure” (2 Tim. 
2:19); in fact, “other foundation can no 
man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ” (1 Cor. 3:11). And yet, as we 
scan the battle line, it appears that there 
are many of the King’s soldiers who have 
abandoned their posts and are fleeing be- 
wildered before the onslaught of Satan’s 
noisy bombardment. Some have even been 
taken captive, have donned the enemy’s 
uniform, and are running errands for the 
Prince of the power of the air. There 
are missionaries who preach “another gos- 
pel”! (2 Cor. 11:4.) There are ministers 
who have hearkened to the voice of the 
world and no longer preach salvation 
through the shed blood of the Lord Jesus. 
There are church officers who have be- 
come so engrossed in their business that 
they no longer have time to upheld their 
pastor’s arms. There are laymen who have 
repeatedly been called to definite, specific, 
prayer for an urgent need on the home or 
foreign field, but who go on “socializing” 
the world. 

It is one thing to be appointed. It is 
quite another thing to fill the appointment. 
As His blood-bought servants, we are pre- 
destinated to be “to the praise of his glory” 


. (Eph. 1:12), and repeatedly exhorted to 
.. “stand fast in the Lord” (Phil. 4:1). What 


if he has given you a half million black 
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men to evangelize, and you have neither 
adequate equipment nor funds? Stand 
fast! . What if. your congregation does 
not appreciate. your effort to, bring in 
the lost?. Stand fast! What if you are 
accused of using your position as a church 
officer to swing business your way? Stand 
fast!. What if you are branded as a “hold- 
outer,” because you contend there should 
be less effort in the flesh and more prayer 
in the Spirit? Stand fast! As an old 
saint has said; “One man in believing prayer 
before God constitutes a majority.” God 
is seeking “a man . .. that-should ... 
stand in the gap.” 

But we hear some saying, with our- 
selves, “We are natural cowards. It is not 
easy to stand.” And, immediately there 
comes echoing back, “Stand fast in the 
Lord” (Phil. 4:1), “in whom we have 


boldness and access with confidence. by the- 


faith of him” (Eph. 3:12). Take cour- 
age, dear Christian. The battle is the 
Lord’s, and in him we can say with David, 
“Though an host should encamp against 
me, my heart shall not fear” (Psa. 27: 3). 
In Christ we dare to take our stand in the 
strategic position of his appointment. In 
Christ we are invincible in that impregnable 
position. In Christ we can already sing 
the victor’s song, “Thanks be unto God, 
who always leadeth us in triumph in Christ” 
(2 Cor: 2: 11, R: V.): 

But our Ethiopian warrior met defeat 
and brought disgrace on his country “4 


in 
(Continued on page 23) 
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Is Tithing a Christian Duty? 
God put tithing in the Law. Why does 
not this fact conclusively indicate his mind 
on the subject of tithing for this age of 
grace ?—A California reader. 

There were many duties commanded in 
the Old Testament law of God for Israel 
which were done away by Christ, after 
he himself had fulfilled the law and the 
prophets (Matt. 5:17), and which, there- 
fore, are not duties for the Christian to- 
day. The Holy Spirit settled such ques- 
tions for the entire Church of Christ. in 
this age of grace, at the time of the coun- 
cil at Jerusalem (Acts 15). 

Certain Jewish believers in Christ had 
insisted, concerning Gentile believers, ‘““That 
is was needful to circumcise them and to 
command thein to keep the law of Moses.” 
The Holy Spirit made it plain at that time, 
and later through the inspired Epistles of 
Paul, that believers then and now “are not 
under the law, but under grace” (Rom. 6: 
14). As Peter said, at the Jerusalem coun- 
cil: “Now therefore why tempt ye God, 
to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, 
which neither our fathers nor we were able 
to bear?’ : 

There are, of course, Christian duties, 
which are plainly set forth in the New 
Testament Epistles. Tithing is not one of 
these. But tithing, or giving a tenth of 
one’s income to the Lord, is a Christian 
privilege, dnd there is great blessing in ac- 
cepting this privilege. Paul states a New 
Testament principle of giving when he says, 
“concerning the collection for the saints”: 
“Upon the first day of the week let every 
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‘ one of you tay oy him in store, as God. hath 


prospered: him”: (1 -Cor. 116: 2).- He ex- 
horts the Corinthian Christians, and all of 
us, to “see that ye abound in this grace 
also” (2'Cor. 8: 7),—the grace of giving. 
He reminds us: “He which soweth spar- 
ingly shall reap also sparingly; and he 
which soweth. bountifully shall reap also 
bountifully. Every man according as he 
purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not 
grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth 
a cheerful giver. And God is able to make 
all grace abound toward you; that ye, al- 
ways having all sufficiency in all things, 
may abound to every good work” (2 Cor. 
9: 6-8). 








How Was the National 
Day of Prayer Observed ? 




















WO momentous events occurred on 

Sunday, November 25, 1934. There was 
a sharp, supernatural attack upon Christ 
and the Church by the powers of darkness 
under. the leadership of Satan. There was 
a decisive, triumphant attack upon Satan 
and the powers of: darkness by the Lord 
Jesus Christ and the members of his Body, 
the Church. 


For November 25-was the day set by 
the Central Council of the Militant God- 
less League in Russia “for shock work 
against religion,” as the beginning of their 
two months’ campaign, to continue until 
January 25. And the same day had been 
decided upon, plainly under God’s direc- 
tion, as a National Day of Confession, Re- 
pentance, and Prayer, throughout the United 
States of America. 


Was this National Day of Prayer ob- 
served throughout America? The answer 
is a welcome one, convincing in its assur- 
ance and encouragement. Not only was the 
Call to the Day of Prayer published in 
many Christian journals, as in THE SUNDAY 
ScHoot TIMES of October 20, but approxi- 
mately 60,000 Day of Prayer posters, with 
the impressive cartoon drawn by Dr. Pace, 
showing Uncle Sam at the old-fashioned 
mourner’s bench, were mailed to churches 
in all parts of the country. The reports 
have been pouring in to the office of The 
Great Commission Prayer League in Chi- 
cago, and to THE Sunpay ScHoot TiIMEs, 
from many churches and organizations, and 
next week’s issue of the Times will pub- 
lish inspiring extracts from these. 


In one church the people were praying 
continuously from five o’clock in the morn- 
ing until ten o’clock at night. In one city 
there was an almost universal observance 
of the day by the churches. . In another city 
the Mayor issued a proclamation urging 
prayer by all citizens. 


So Christ led his Church in victorious 
conflict, “not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places.” . em 


But the conflict, definitely begun, must 
be carried through to the end. May. the 
report published here next week be but 
a challenge and incentive “to pray, and not 
to faint.” 
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—but only after the ice was broken in two hearts 


When a Communist Leader Was Broughto:to: Christ 
By V2 Nepras alates 
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for a long while. The reports dif- 

fer. So-called two-weeks-visitors to 
Russia cause much of the misunderstand- 
ing. But some of them have an ear to 
hear and an eye to see. One of these 
reports the following experience: 

“A nursery is conducted in connection 
with this collective apartment house. We 
visited this, and it is typical of many others 
in the city of Leningrad and Moscow, and 
of all Russia. Before entering the nursery, 
all of. us were given white robes such as 
doctors wear in hospitals. This was to 
protect the infants from germs on our 
clothes, said the nurse. .. . Impressive at 
first, this was.a cause for some amusement 
when we entered the. nursery and found 
windows unscreened, dust blowing in from 
the street, and flies buzzing about the heads 
and bodies of the babies.” 

Some see “white robes” only, and talk 
about them upon their return. Others see 
the open windows, dust, buzzing flies, and 
the rest of the “noble experiment” whose 
chief product is propaganda. Even a New 
York daily, one of the cleverest propagan- 
dists and protector of that “noble experi- 
ment,” had to acknowledge that about six 
millions perished from hunger in Soviet 
Russia last winter alone. 

An Exile in the Arctic 

As to the religious situation in Russia, 
there is less difference in opinion, Al- 
though all in Russia who give information 
to the outside world of their suffering are 
most severely punished, yet every student 
of conditions in that country knows that 
no religious persecution in the world has 
been as severe as that under the godless 
rulers of Russia. 

I was a pastor in Russia. My successor 
was kept in jail for seven months, then ex- 
iled for three years to one of the islands 
in the Arctic Ocean. There were 29,000 
exiles on one island in the autumn; only 
9,000 survived until the spring. Because 
he survived for three years, he was re- 
exiled, then exiled again to a place even 
worse, until he miraculously escaped to a 
foreign country. He is free to. write, and 
he has sent me a manuscript of 364 pages 
describing his experience and that of other 
exiles. Horrors are described whose source 
cannot be merely human. One is reminded 
of the Society ‘of Devil Worshipers in 
Moscow as the’ possible inspirer. 

When things like this, and others even 
worse, come to one’s knowledge, the grace 
of God is needed. One is reminded that 
the right spirit does not fight against flesh 
and blood, but against the spirits that use 
flesh. and blood to accomplish their evil 
plans, One is reminded, also,. that. even 
the enemies of God have souls, and that. it 
is possible for God to touch even them by 
his marvelous love, One illustration for 
God’s glory is ‘described here. 

While in Europe two years ago, I was 
brought, in Brussels, to the home of a 


Res. has been on the front page 


A small cross lying on the pavement 
was the first instrument that God used 
to keep a Communist leader from 
committing suicide. He had written 
letters to his wife and the police, say- 
ing that life had become a burden too 
heavy to carry; but the ornamental 
cross brought back childhood memories 
and stayed his hand. The story of his 
conversion is told here by the man 


whom God used to lead him to Christ. 


Professor Neprash is the Executive 
Secretary of the Russian Missionary 
and Relief Service, 850 E. Thompson 
St., Philadelphia. This Russian Service 
promptly forwards gifts that are sent 
for the relief of suffering Christians in 
Russia, and is worthy of the financial 
support and prayers of God’s people. 








well-known Communist who. had been a 
personal pupil of Karl Marx and personal 
friend and co-worker of Lenin. He was 
known throughout the world as an out- 
standing Communist leader, especially as 
Secretary of Commerce and Industry of 
the Soviet Government, and later as Di- 
rector of the famous Arcos in London, 
which caused the British Government so 
much trouble. A physician by education, 
he possessed a marvelous intellect. By 
birth he was of a Moldavian family of 
Greek Catholic faith, in southern Russia. 
One of his brothers was a senator, another 
a well-known college president. But this 
young man became interested in Socialism 
and devoted all his life to revolutionary 
activities. Prison and exile could not 
divert him from his plans. Finally he had 
to leave his country and continue his rev- 
olutionary activities in Europe. By per- 
sonal request of Lenin he came to Moscow 
and devoted all his energy toward the pro- 
motion of Communism, 

I went to see him with a definite desire 
to bring him to Christ. Having been an 
atheist myself, converted through a sci- 
entific book on astronomy and not through 
preaching, I was rather self-confident about 
the result of my visit. I soon lost my self- 
confidence when I discovered what a prob- 
lem I had before me. Mr. Solomon’s 
mind was brilliant, his ability to grasp 
one’s meaning was remarkable. Where 
shall we,end if we start merely arguing? 
Who of us will step off his platform and 
surrender to the other? Shall we .ever 
come to any end? 


A Surprise for a Personal Worker 


‘When the preliminaries were’ over, and 
we were approaching the heart of the 
matter, I became conscious of the neces- 
sity of God's ‘interference, and this con- 
sciousness grew in strength. 

Something then occurred that. ‘faught. me 
a lesson in soul-winning. While, Mr. Solo- 
mon was talking, my heart. went out. in 
silent prayer, “Lord, apply Calvary, apply 
Calva \” It was clear that. .pothing short 
of God's marvelous loye as, expressed, , on 


» ae «ag! sth th ooctd eg fl 


. but to my own heart! 


the cross would settle the problem and win 
this man. The reply to my prayer came 
almost immediately. But, strange to say, 
Calvary was applied not to Mr. Solomon, 
Unexpectedly it 
was filled, and over-filled, with a flood’ of 
most tender love for that man; at which 
I myself marveled. Mr. Solomon detected 
the change almost immediately, and the 
ice broke in his own soul. 

Analyzing that experience ''fater, I came 
to the conclusion that, while longing to 
bring Mr. Solomon to Christ, I had had 
no love for him. And how could I? Be- 
fore me was a symbol of a cruel system 
that breathed hell on earth. I longed’ to 
bring this ‘man to Christ: as a criminal, 
but not as one whom Jesus loved, and 
loved so much that He even died for him. 
Christ’s Spirit was grieved by such an 
attitude. He had to apply Calvary to me 
first. And He did it, thank God! and this 
proved to be the key to Mr. Solomon's 
heart. As he said later, “Mr. Neprash, 
you are the first man who understood the 
state of my soul.” It was understanding 
of heart, not of mind. 

Love begets love. The barrier disap- 
peared. His heart was open, and then the 
Lord did what I had asked Him for im 
the beginning. He applied Calvary to Mr. 
Solomon’s soul also. 


An Ex-Atheist Helps an Atheist 


It would be difficult, even impossible, 
to describe the discussion. that followed. 
Both mental and heart problems were 
brought up for settlement. _The old philo- 
sophical problem of relative and absolute 
evil and good had to be viewed in the 
light of eternity. Communism has many 
good points in it, but they are relatively 
good only, because, taken in their logical 
connection with other fundamentals of that 
system, they cannot stand the test of even 
a temporary application. The good falls 
with the overwhelming evil imbedded in 
the system. The whole problem must | be 
viewed, not a part only. . 

This did not create any special difficulty, 
because Mr, Solomon had already been 
disappointed in Communism. His famous 
book, “Among the Red Autocrats,” 1 one of 
the strongest denunciations of Communism 
“in practice,” which has just been pub- 
lished by Dr, A. C, Gaebelein, throws more 
light on the problem than this short arti- 
cle can do. Having been an atheist myself, 
I could more easily show Mr. Solomon 
the steps out of the mudhole, at the bot- 
tom of which one is so easily satisfied in 
worshiping ‘pharisaically the. “relative 
good. ” 

_There was the old, old question of a 
doubting human heart, bliaded by sin, “If 
God is so good and almighty, and directs 


(Continued on page, 23).,.. 





‘1 Published by Our Hope. ‘Publication Office, 
New: York, and may be ordered from the Times 
»Book Serviee, i721 Spring Garden St.; 
;Mhia, at $1.10; postpaid. 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 











By Ernest Gordon 














garet Haydon is a voluntary dis- 

tributor of Scripture in Tuscany, 
Italy, untiring in zeal and devotion. She 
makes long journeys on foot through the 
mountains, sometimes sixteen miles a day, 
and tells of vast stretches of country where 
the Gospel is wholly unknown. The priests 
denounce her as “a wolf” and as one who 
“ought to be thrown into the river.” 

Then there is Miss Blanche Simpson, an 
American girl, whose application for the 
foreign field was turned down because of 
financial deficits, but who in spite of it 
went to Brazil, turning her back on a com- 
fortable home and friends. She has been 
taken up by the Women’s Missionary So- 
ciety of the Brazilian Baptist Church at 
twenty dollars a month and traveling ex- 
penses. For three years she has been 
traveling in the interior, training the women 
in their Christian life and testimony. This 
is not easy, for often there is not a single 
woman able to read and write in these 
churches fresh from Romanism. Miss 
Simpson is showing herself wonderfully 
well fitted for this work which she is carry- 
ing on as a native worker of the Brazilian 
Baptists. 

These are names to be put alongside of 
Miss Jennie Hughes and Dr. Mary Stone 
in the wonderful mission on Arsenal Road, 
Shanghai, or beside that of Miss Cornelia 
Morgan, pioneering in Yunnan. 


(Co eae Haya Women.—Miss Mar- 


- Another brave woman is Mme. Blocher 
of the Tabernacle, Paris. When her gal- 
lant and consecrated husband died, she 
stepped herself into the breach, having been 
chosen by the church as his successor. Of 
this enterprise she gives the following 
thrilling report: 

“The Paris Tabernacle Church is built 
on New Testament principles and belongs 
to no denomination. The Lord has led us 
: by clear indications to be independent, 

though loving God’s people everywhere and 

co-operating with other evangelical move- 
ments. 

“The Tabernacle Church is self-support- 
ing and does not need outside help for its 
Own maintenance. Though having only 
300 members, and none of them rich, it 
has understood the urgent duty of spread- 
ing the Gospel around it and even in the 
French .colonies, so that beside its own 
support the church gives about $10,000 a 
year to benevolent and missionary purposes. 
God has increased year after year its field 
of activity. It has six outstations around 

. Paris and in Brittany and a mission on the 

Ivory Coast, West Africa, with six white 
‘ missionarjes and. three native evangelists. 

We also have a home for our aged sisters 
and a summer home for our Sunday school 
children. We have a bookshop for the 
spreading of the Scriptures and religious 
literature. We have published many thou- 
sands of religious tracts. 

“God has given us in answer to prayer 
since 1921 $135,000 worth of properties.-He 
has allowed us to maintain the church and 


all its activities, our annual budget being 
about $17,000. We love to witness in these 
times of discouragement, despondency, 
alarm, and indifference to the power of our 
‘mighty God.” We. believe we are a living 
proof that God is able, that he is the God 
of the impossible. This message is not a 
new one in Great Britain with the Miiller 
orphanages, the China Inland Mission, and 
scores of such works. But when we obeyed 
the Lord’s leading we were told by Chris- 
tian friends that it was imprudent to ex- 
pect such miracles in France, that they 
were for English-speaking countries. We 
have proved that the Lord is the same in 
Paris as in London, always faithful to his 
promises. 

“We see also that Satan is more power- 
ful than ever. He knows he: has‘ but a 
short time left for his merciless war. The 
fight of faith’ is becoming fiercer and 
fiercer. We need prayer helpers to strive 
with us in prayer to God.” 


Up-to-Date Jewish News.—Professor 
Shotwell of the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace, a bitter unbeliever, 
says Zionism is a mistake. It is not pleas- 
ant to see historical proofs of the truth of 
Christian prophecies unfold before the very 
eyes of men two thousand years after they 
were uttered. Mr. Lipsky of the World 
Zionist Executive, on the other hand, says: 
“No other country is prepared or willing 
to open the door to any substantial Jewish 
settlement. We shall have to face during 
the next decade a forced Jewish immigra- 





Nationalism, the New 
Idolatry 





Benares is a high place of idola- 
try of the most degraded type. 
Among the shrines to monkey gods 
and elephant gods, to Shiva and 
Kali, is now an object for contem- 
porary worship. There is no image 
within the walls of this new temple 
but just a great marble relief map, 
fifty by fifty feet in dimension, done 
to scale scientifically with India’s 
mountains and rivers all accurately 
drawn. Here is young India’s ob- 
ject of worship,— Mother India, 
spacious and beautiful and ancient. 











tion of the magnitude of the Russian Jew- 
ish exodus of the eighties.” - 

A new Jewish shipping company in Pal- 
estine has purchased the liners Progresso 
and Risvellion from an Italian company and 
will: rename them’ with Hebrew- names, 


Mr. Rosenthal, who was member of the’ 


crew .of ‘the submarine Deutschland, which 


crossed the Atlantic during the World War, 


is skipper of the steamship Atidd, Jewish- 
owned, all Jewish-manned, and carrying 
German-Jewish refugees to Palestine. 

In: the first six months of. 1934 15,000 
Jews entered Palestine, bringing with them 
thirty million of: capital. New industries 
are springing up, — silk-spinning, aluminum 
ware, cutlery, ‘silver-smithing, wire and 
nails, razor blades, electric fittings, metal 
goods, chocolate, the. manufacture of false 
teeth. Ten thousand tons of potash are 
now annually shipped from the Dead Sea 
chemical. industry. During the past year 
28 million dollars’ worth of buildings were 
erected, and bank deposits increased from 
35 million to 63 million dollars. 

The Zionist sentiment in Jewry grows 
constantly more powerful. Felix Warburg, 
once an opponent of Zionism, says that “no 
country in the world compares with Pales- 
tine for a hopeful future to disfranchised 
Jews.” A Refugee Economic Rehabilita- 
tion Corporation for the aid of German 
Jews has now a fund of a million. Calls 
for a national emergency conference are 
going out, the purpose of which is to ask 
Great Britain to open wide the doors of 
Palestine so that hundreds of thousands 
of Jews may enter within a short period. 
Plans are under way “to mobilize the 
moral and material resources of American 
Jewry to remove all obstacles in the path 
of the re-establishment of the Jewish Na- 
tional Home.” 


The Real Meaning of Church Union. 
—It is clear that one of the devices for 
the destruction of. the evangelical faith is 
church union, the bringing into evangelical 
churches of Unitarian, or semi-Unitarian, 
elements to poison and corrupt the church. 
This is breaking out so widely as to sug- 
gest an international plan of action to this 
end. Le Chrétien Evangélique gives par- 
ticulars of the plottings that are going on 
to unite the rationalist wing of the Re- 
formed Church of France with the Evan- 
gelical one. The first approaches were in 
a fusion of social activities; then the Mod- 
ernists were given places on the boards of 
home and foreign missions. Now the 
scheme is for one church. These negotia- 
tions are carried on so quietly that the 
great body of church people know little or 
nothing of what is being done. The church 
papers are silent regarding the parleys. 
In the general assembly, so “M. Cruvillier 
tells us, there is no liberty of speech. The 


official reports are ‘infected with’ inexact’ 


statement.’ It has been made impossible for 
the members of the Assembly to study the re- 
ports on which they are to be called to 
vote since they, or at least the most: im- 
portant ones, were delivered too late: We 
seem to be in full conspiracy. It is the 
characteristic spirit of neo-Unitarianism. 
There’ are-church machines in France as 
in America ready to betray the church con- 
stituency. The same manipulation of 
church gatherings by church officials! : 
M. de Védrines tells how two genera- 
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tions ago evangelicals abandoned the Uni- 
tarianized Reformed Church and estab- 
lished their own churches on the foundation 
of loyalty to the Bible. They grew and 
prospered and outstripped the -rationalists 
and dead churches which they left. Now 
the last are intriguing to capture them. The 
members of the present evangelical churches 
are suns and grandsons of the evangelical 
heroes who established these churches. 
They think of the old conflicts as “battles 
of crows and kites.” They have little 
consciousness of the importance and depth 
of the matters involved, and fall an easy 
prey to the suave intriguers who are seek- 
ing to seize the evangelical birthright, and 
that without paying for it. - 

The method is the same as in Boston 
and its suburbs,—exchange of pulpits, 
invitations to evangelicals to preach in Uni- 
tarian pulpits, common meetings in thea- 
ters for “evangelism” arranged by the Fed- 
eration of Churches, participation in 
common céremonies as the ordination of 
student pastors, all the disguises by. which 
that which is characteristically evangelical 
is toned down, watered down, thinned 
down. M. de Védrines describes the re- 
sult. 

“All is equivalent. All is interchange- 
able, — churches, formularies, pastors. No 
one is embarrassed. No one is scandalized 
by this melo-meli-melo in spite of the fun- 
damental divergencies which separate the 
two churches, 

“ ‘Have confidence,’ they say to me. I 
have no confidence in men. But I know 
that the Lord’s mercy is slow to leave us.” 


A Saul Become Paul.—Louis H. Aron- 
son, Jewish atheist, now Christian evan- 
gelist, is combating atheism among the 
Jews of Chicago in park and on street cor- 
ner, Thus on a recent Sunday afternoon 
he debated with one of the leading Com- 
munists in their own hall on the subject, 
“Resolved that the Marxian Interpretation 
of the Origin and Purpose of Religion is 
False.” “It was amazing how’ the Jews 
swarmed about us after the meeting, ask- 
ing us questions, voicing their atheistic and 
antichristian objections, but withal mani- 
festing a keen interest in our faith,” writes 
Jacob Pelz. “In our open-air Gospel meet- 
ings in various parts of Chicago and espe- 
cially in a section known as ‘Infidel Square’ 
we press the claims of the Lord Jesus 
Christ on these deluded people.” 

In The Hebrew Alliance Quarterly Mr. 
Aronson gives interesting particulars of 
his early life. “I remember that the whole 
atheist group of Chicago was invited to 
attend one of the Billy Sunday Taber- 
nacle meetings. They went with badges 
on their breasts, and I was one of them.” 
The life of atheists, their restlessness, their 
impatience, their boastful freedom in 
morals, and, in some cases, their uncon- 
trolled vulgarities, alienated him. He read 
Professor James’ “Varieties of Religious 
Experience,” with its many illustrations 
of conversion and the new birth, and was 
much moved. Then he began to attend the 
Peniel: Presbyterian Mission in Northwest 
Chicago, and there gave himself to Christ. 


“No Deficit.”,-—The British and Foreign 
Bible Society’s income last year reached a 
sum equal to $1,775,000 and there was no 
deficit. At the annual meeting of: the So- 
ciety the Archbishop of York made a pow- 
erful address with many pertinent allusions 
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“to current error. Thus: “If we are faith- 


ful to the Bible we must fight with all our 
energy that enervating doctrine, very com- 
mon in our time, which suggests. that God 
indeed does everything in general but never 
anything in particular. God, the trans- 
cendant, infinitely exalted God who rules 
the world and has made himself known to 
us in definitely revealing acts, — that is the 
God of whom the Bible speaks.” 

And again, “The sense of sin that we 
must seek is not a mere discontent with 
ourselves, as judged by our own ideals, 
but it is.a horror at the contrast that ap- 
pears between ourselves and God as he 
has revealed himself.” 

Samuel Vernier, a French evangelist, has 
been holding meetings in the South of 
France and has everywhere emphasized the 
importance of Bible study and Bible dif- 





A Rock-like Indian 
and the Stones of Rome 








Fifteen years ago Cameron 
Townsend began work among the 
Cakchiquel Indians of Guatemala. 
There were then but a few scattered 
believers. Today this large Indian 
group has the New Testament in 
its own dialect and about a hundred 
congregations and preaching points 
are established. A Bible school has 
trained twenty-five graduates and 
scores of Indian young men from 
various tribes in shorter courses, 


The quality of converts is illus- 
trated by Don Macario, evangelist. 
Some years ago a man knocked at 
his door about midnight. When 
Macario opened the door he was 
struck with a machete which almost 
severed a cheek bone from his face. 
He was taken to the hospital at 
Antigua and after a few months re- 
turned home, healed but with dis- 
figured face. He began preaching 
in his home and a mob of several 
hundred tore down the house. -But 
he has the Indian persistency. The 
house was rebuilt, yet even now 
Macario shows a pile of stones in 
his back yard, stones with which 
the tiling of the new house was 
destroyed. The town, however, is 
now reconciled to him and _his 
preaching, and at present about 125 
worshipers gather every Sunday. 


Macario means blessed. It is the 
word Makarios, which our Lord 
used when he said, “ Blessed are ye, 
when men shall revile you, and 
persecute you.” 











fusion. He has told the Protestant churches 
that “in any evangelical church worthy of 
the name there ought to be a group of 
voluntary colporteurs,” a suggestion wosthy 
of ' adoption .. in’ other , communities than 
French ones. In the thedlogicak school: at 


Montpellier the dean of the faculty asked 
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him to speak to the students on colportage 
as a method of evangelization. “Rarely 
have I had:so many sympathetic and atten- 
tive hearers,” writes M. Vernier, “and as 
a practical application of my theoretical in- 
struction a colportage afternoon was ar- 
ranged in a crowded part of the city. Many 
students and some laymen of the evangel- 
ical churches took part.” Again a sugges- 
tion for Americans, 


From 7 to 165 in ten years is the record 
of a Baptist church in Bahia, Brazil. From 
it has hived off another little church which 
carries on five Sunday schools. These 
churches have no buildings of their own, 
and the hall rented by one of them can 
hardly seat three hundred in an emergency. 
However, when they learned that the for- 
mer priest, Dr, Raphael Martins Gioia, 
was coming to preach in their intensely 
Catholic Bahia, they went on their. knees 
for a week, asking for a hall large enough 
to accommodate the crowds they knew 
would want to hear him, “Let us not 
forget that we are the children of the 
King,” they said. “He is rich.” Their 
faith was honored, for the powers that be 
turned over to them the largest auditorium 
in the city without further charge than the 
cost of electric lighting. 

“This converted priest had the Lord Jesus 
himself,” writes Home and Foreign Fields. 
He poured forth his very soul in declaring 
the riches of Christ’s love. On the last 
two nights nearly two thousand people 
crowded together in the auditorium and 
on the steps outside. On the last night of 
his meetings Dr. Gioia preached on false 
Christs, “Christs” of flour, of plaster, of 
marble. Then he held up to his hearers 
the living Christ. Closing his eyes in 
prayer he cried: “Vengeance, O Christ, 
for poor, sin-cursed Bahia which has been 
given false Christs, for those who sit in 
darkness. Not an earthly vengeance, but 
one such as thou didst work on Paul on 
the Damascus road, that the scales may 
fall from the eyes of Bahia as they fell 
from the eyes of Paul.” 

As a result of these meetings nearly three 
hundred persons asked for instruction in the 
things of Christ. Among the converts was 
a Carmelite monk. The little church took 
up a collection to provide him’ with a civil- 
ian’s suit, and the state evangelist, who is 
a tailor, made it! They also bought him 
a ticket to Rio Janeiro, for further resi- 
dence in Bahia would have meant certain 
death. The visiting preacher, Dr. Gioia, 
had toe be accompanied constantly by a 
bodyguard of evangelical church members. 
Fortunately, one of the church deacons is 
commander of the police forces of the state 
of Bahia. 


The International Spread of Missions. 
—Southern Baptists established missions in 
Brazil two generations ago. The Brazilian 
Baptist Church, now strong and growing, 
has a foreign mission board which works 
in Portugal. One of its members, Mr, 
Mauricio, is in the habit of visiting the 
jail of Oporto, and some years ago found 
there a certain Manoel Pedras, serving sen- 
tence as Bolshevist, a. sentence to be pro- 
longed by exile in Africa. He gave him 
a leaflet to read. Next Sunday the prisoner 
said..to him, “This leaflet. refers to a book 
I would like. to read.” A New Testament, 
was .placed in his hands. Then came iater 
a request for the book to which the New 
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Testament so often referred. A Bible was 
given him. He was converted. 

When Manoel was released he went 
straight to his old village home and began 
to gather relatives and acquaintances for 
the study of the New Testament. . Eight 
persons were led to. Christ, and a church 
organized. In March, 1929, Senor Manoel 
and wife set out for Angola, West Africa. 
There he set up a little shop for the re- 
pair of pots and pans. At this trade he 
worked in the daytime, and, from eight- 
thirty to midnight, taught and preached the 
Gospel.. He and his wife not only sup- 
ported themselves but paid the expenses of 
school and literature. After two years of 
consecrated, faithful service Senor Manoel 
returned to Portugal and told his church 
that he had left twenty-two Christians in 
Africa waiting for a minister to come and 
baptize them. So the Portuguese Baptists 
erdained the ex-prisoner to the ministry 


and sent him back as a missionary to 
Africa. 


On the Track of Paul.—The old Via 
Egnatia, upon which Paul traveled to Thes- 
salonica with the Word, still runs through 
modern Thessalonica (Saloniki). On this 
Via, or highway, is the shop of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society. One of its two col- 
porteurs is John Kertalis, who says of him- 
self that he “knows all the sweet and 
peaceful ways of giving the Word to his 
fellow sinners.” That indeed was the spirit 
of Paul who described himself to the: Thes- 
salonians as “gentle among you, even as 
a nurse cherisheth her children.” —Paul’s 
present-day successor in Thessalonica is a 
converted brigand, Dionysios Pylarinos by 
name, who in four years has visited over 
five hundred villages and hamlets. Many 
of these lie in such inaccessible and pov- 
erty-stricken districts that no colporteur 
has ever before been seen there. Like 
Paul, this Macedonian has “no certain 
dwellingplace,” the villagers refusing lodg- 
ing to a seller of “Protestant books.” His 
bed at times consists of a few newspapers 
spread on a schoolhouse floor, with his 
overcoat for covering. 


One wonders whether endowments 
were intended to play the part in the Chris- 
tian Church which they do. Certainly they 
have so often fallen into the hands of the 
enemies of the evangelical faith as to lead 
one to question their usefulness. So in 
China. Mr. Conlin of the Church Mission- 
ary Society says that in Funing, Fukien, 
the city church has a small income from 
endowments given by former church mem- 
bers. “I have wondered at times whether 
this. income is not a handicap rather than 
a help. Always at the scenes at vestry 


meetings the trouble is about spending this 
money.” 


Falling Idols.—External reformations 
‘often help, but they have not the perma- 
nence and sureness of the new birth. Cer- 
tainly the Church of Rome does not enjoy 
‘ anti-clerical -movements which rob her of 
“seher properties and cause her many incon- 
‘+ veniences, but she fears far more evan- 

gelical Christianity. The freethinker often 


enough returns to her fold; the converted 
and regenerated man is lost to her forever. 
Kenneth May writes of idol-smashing in 
the province of Yunnan. One is glad to 
see the idols go, but idolatry does not neces- 
sarily* disappear with -iconoclasm.- “A-de- 
cree,” he tells us, “went forth from the 
National Party- Headquarters in Yunnan 
that superstitious beliefs and practices 
should cease. To give a lead to the cam- 
paign the two chief gods of the city were 
dragged out te the public execution ground 
and executed as common criminals.. They 
feil, riddled with bullets, collapsing in two 
heaps of straw and clay. Old heliefs die 
hard. Even as they fell a little slave girt 
ran forward and picked up a handful of 
the clay, saying, ‘What a shame to smash 
up our gods. I’m going to take this bit 
of him home to worship.’ 

“Students were encouraged to raid the 
city temples, breaking the idols and casting 
them down. But the people still went to 
worship the fragments until the temple 


doors were closed and sealed. Some went © 


out to the execution ground and worshiped 
the two piles of mud there.” 


Mui-Tsai are slave girls in Chinese 
homes, sold by their poor parents to become 
common drudges. Sir John Simon has 
pointed out in the House of Commons the 
fact that “theré are thousands of little girls 
in the colony of Hongkong ‘who are in 
homes other than their own, rendering serv- 
ice under arrangements which they them- 
selves have nothing to do in making and 
under conditions which have sometimes led 
to the most deplorable cruelty.” If there 
are thousands in Hongkong there must be 
hundreds of thousands in China as a whole. 
For their emancipation the Chinese author- 
ities are as unconcerned as Gandhi with the 
deliverance of the child wives and widows 
of Hindustan. But the British govern- 
ment is taking steps to end this abuse in 
its colonies on the China coast. 


Brief Notes.—The Salvation Army has 
eighteen schools in central Celebes, Dutch 
East Indies, as compared with the nine 
government schools. The whole of the 
Celebes interior has been allotted by the 
Dutch government to their work. : 
Pastor Yasnitzky of Harbin, a Russian 
refugee, has. a Bible Correspondence 
School in which he is training young evan- 
gelists to work in Soviet-Siberia. Already 
two hundred are under instruction, fifty 
of whom are young girls who show won- 
derful devotion. He says the Russian Fas- 
cists are hostile, and claim that all the 
miseries accompanying the Russian Revo- 
lution have their source in Russian Non- 
conformity. So these evangelical Chris- 
tians are attacked on the right hand and 
on the left. . . . Modern political thought 
in China’is opposed to the aristocratic ele- 
ment in Confucianism, and scientific thought 
cuts right across the superstitious ideas of 
Buddhism and ‘Taoism. The drift, ‘there- 
fore, is away’ from Appraisalism and 
toward the rejection of all religion. On 
the other ‘hand, the old methods of village 
government and respect for the family as 
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a fundamental institution make of China 
poor soil for Sovietism. ... The president 
of the Hebrew Christian Alliance of Pal- 
estine is A. C. Karmouche, an alumnus of 
the Moody Bible Institute, who is now 
evangelizing the Jews of Bagdad under 
the auspices of the Church of England. . 
Commissioner Peyron of the Salvation 
Army in France has been transferred to 
another country, and an affectionate fare- 
well was given to him in the Salle de Jena, 
Paris. M. Peyron ‘is of old Huguenot 
stock. The great extension of relief work 
and shelters for the poor during his admin- 
istration has quite won the heart of Paris 
for the Army, and on the coffin of Mme. 
Peyron, some months ago, was a poor 
bouquet with the words attached: “From 
some poor vagrants who haven’t a penny 
or a place to lay their heads.” . There 
is said to be a shortage of priests in 
France, sOme 13,000 being needed if all 
vacancies are to be filled. Sir Ray- 
mond Beazley, emeritus professor in Bir- 
mingham University, drew up the largely 
signed manifesto of protest against the 
rationalism of Bishop Barnes. After re- 
ferring to the fact that modern critical 
study confirmed rather than. weakened the 
historicity of the Gospels, and after de- 
claring that the teaching of Christ’s deity 
is imbedded in all the writings of the New 
Testament, he concluded: ‘There is no 
place in the Church of England for officials 
who persistently set themselves, as one of 
the chief activities of their ministry, to 
undermine belief in those historic facts and 
doctrines. It is difficult to continue to 
treat such men as the rightful objects of 
Christian loyalty.” ... The Prayer Bulle- 
tin of the League of Evangelical Students 
(25 S.. Forty-third St. Philadelphia) re- 
ports five new chapters, —at Hahnemann 
Medical College, Philadelphia; Chicora 
College, N. C.; Johns Hopkins Training 
School, Kansas State Teachers College, 
and Vassar. A rally of Boston chapters 
was held at Harvard in April. Evangelical 
Christians should back this promising 
movement for the re-Christianization of 
colleges once Christian. . ... A recent 
procession of the weaver caste in Con- 
jeeveram has, as a leading feature, mock- 
ery of Brahminism.. This is the result of 
the Self-Respect Movement, a protest of 
the middle castes against Brahmin domi- 
nation. In general there is definite propa- 
ganda against all religion, and Christian 
tracts in Conjeeveram are answered not 
with Brahmin ones but with atheist ones. 
This evidently will be the line-up in Asia as 
in the Occident. . The stream of pil- 
grims to Benares continues. It is, how- 
ever, noticeable that the students in the 
Hindu University at Benares have so lit- 
tle reverence for Mother Ganges that they 
use it for their boat races as Cambridge 
and Oxford would. . . . The Christian 
Irishman has some notes regarding. the 
Ladies of the Grail, a secret third or- 
der bound by life vows to poverty, chas- 
tity, and obedience, but dressing as other 
women and moving freely in society. They 
are expected to play an important rdle in 
the program of Catholic Action now being 
initiated in all countries. In “Notes for 
Catholic Nurses,” the nurse is told that “she 
may be the right hand of the priest,” or in 
“a Protestant household, possibly the, ionly 
link between patient and priest.” 
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“Twice-Born Children”’ 


Announcing a new series of true stories for children, telling how children 
have been led to Christ, and making the way of salvation plain 














66 HERE were two children and an 
| old lady on the back porch... . 
The boy was washing his face, and 
the little girl was peeling potatoes. I be- 
gan to talk to the children about Jesus. 
When I asked the boy, who was about 
eleven, if he was a Christian, he said that 
he was not, but that he would be some day. 
“Why did you wash your face just 
now?’ I asked him. 
“He looked at me and grinned and said, 


‘’Cause it was dirty.’ 


“*Why didn’t you put it off a few more 


i days?’ I wanted to know. 


“‘Why, I never would have ‘gotten it 
clean. I have to wash every time before 
I eat,’ he said. 

“‘But why?’ I insisted. 

“*Se I’ll be clean,’ he told me. 

“‘Tf you: wait longer béfore you give 
your heart to Jesus and let him wash away 
your sins, do you think. you will be any 
more nearly ready than you are now? 
Won't you keep on getting just a little bit 
dirtier and dirtier with sin?’ I asked him. 

“He just- stood and looked at me. ‘I 
never thought anything about it,’ he con- 
fessed. 


Is that all? Not at all—the rest of 
this story will be told in THe Sunpay 
Scuoot Times. Here is part of another: 


“Peggy was one of the girls who came 
to our mountain mission school during my 
first. years there. .. . Her mother brought 
her, driving the mules hitched to a covered 
wagon. Peggy’s few belongings were in 
a clean flour sack. She was about twelve 
years old, tall, awkward, arms too. long 
for her sleeves, and legs that seemed to 
get tangled.up as she walked. She wore 
her hair in two tight pigtails down her 
back, and altogether she was an unattrac- 
tive child. Her eyes were beautiful, big 
and brown, but when she came, ethey so 
often scowled. Her mother was a gentle 
little woman, a Christian, and was, anxious 
for her daughter to have an education, Her 
father was a, dreadful drunkard, with a hot 
temper which Peggy had inherited. For 
some. reason I fell in love with the girl 
from. .the beginning.” 

How did Peggy turn eut? You may 
read the rest of her touching story in the 
“Children At Home” Department in the 
TIMES. 

And there’ are ten others in a remark- 
able ‘Seriés'sf true stories of “Twice-Born 
Children,” “to be published once a month 
durifig 1935 in the children’s column of 
Tut’ Sunbay ScHoot Times, They are 
drawn frort her own actual experiences by 
Bertha Bi‘ Moore McCurry, who = has 
worked with children and young people as 
schoolteacher, Sunday school teacher; home 
missionary'in the mountains of North Car- 
olina; and' young people’s leader in’: Okla- 
homa. The stories are written as conver- 
sations between “Granny-Tell-A-Story” 
and the Twins, who, just before going to 
bed, ‘visit“Granny in her room, which she 
calls the “Joy Shop.” They are called 


“Birthday Stories” because they tell of the 
second or heavenly birthdays of real chil- 
dren. 

Fathers and mothers of young children, 
and Sunday school teachers in the Primary 
and Beginners Departments will welcome 
these stories, for they will hold the interest 
of the children and at the same time clearly 
point the way of salvation, frequently giving 
Scripture texts in full. They are the type 
of reading that is often wistfully thought 
of as “old fashioned,” belonging to a golden 
past; but they show how the old Gospel 
can still be understood by even very young 
children today, and how they may still be 
won for the Lord Jesus by loving, tactful, 
personal work. A Ten Weeks Get Ac- 
quainted subscription at 25 cents will secure 
two or three of these stories; and a year’s 
subscription for 1935 will include the whole 
series of twelve. For subscription rates, 
see page 32; orders should be sent at once 
to The Sunday School Times Company, 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


When a Communist Leader Was 
Brought to Christ 


(Continued from page 19) 


the world, why does evil predominate?” 
This had to be given an answer in the 
light of suffering, human free will, and 
God’s eternal purpose. 

The hardest part of the discussion was, 
as always, the problem of vicarious atone- 
ment. As Mrs. Solomon, who was not 
present, put it later: “Why should some- 
body suffer for the sins of another? One 
must atone for his own sins.” The Jews 
were not the only ones who rejected Christ, 
with his divine righteousness, because they 
were so self-satisfied. 

Mr. Solomon had sufficient reason to 
be satisfied with the goodness of his own 
heart. I learned from others how he risked 
his own life during a famine in Russia 
in his student years, when he himself caught 
typhus and barely survived. While visit- 
ing a camp for lepers, he fondled a boy 
full of wounds. The boy’s heart melted, 
and unexpectedly he asked: “Nobody 
kissed me in my life; will you?” Without 
a moment’s hesitation he did it. My in- 
formant, who walked with Mr, Solomon 
through: a forest, tells me how they saw 
a girl being bitten by a poisonous snake. 
Mr. Solomon threw himself down. and 
sucked the poison out of the wound until 
blood began to. appear. 

I recall a scene in Petrograd, in an open- 
air political meeting, when a Communist 
was speaking to a large crowd.:.“Kill .., . 
Murder . ... Avenge .. . Massacre... . 
Blood and blood ... no mercy!” Forget- 
ting the words and listening to,his spirit, 
his motive, I. understood :that, he did it 
“because he loved the poor people so much.” 
The ,description of the beast in, Revelation 
says, that “he; had: two shorns. jike a lamb, 
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and he spake as a dragon.” That is the 
spirit of Communism. 

Self-righteous Saul had to be changed 
into righteous Paul, and Jesus alone was 
able to accomplish this. He was sufficient 
also for Mr. Solomon. What a battle it 
was at the end,— not so much of his will 
as of his heart. Regeneration is always a 
mystery. No wonder there is rejoicing 
in the presence of the angels when the blood 
of Christ cleanses one from sin! 

Five hours were spent together, with 
about twenty minutes taken for lunch, 
Finally we went to our knees. God was 
present; in his presence even a Commu- 
nist has to bow, overwhelmed by the love 
of Calvary. It had been my privilege to 
see many coming in repentance before the 
Lord during twenty-eight years of Gospel 
ministry, but I cannot remember a cry 
to Heaven filled with such anguish as 
was Mr. Solomon’s, Not prayer, but a 
cry for forgiveness, for cleansing, for re- 
newing of the whole life, for “at least 
some peace” for his exhausted soul. 

Surely his soul was exhausted. He 
passed on to his heavenly Home recently, 
and his wife writes that among his papers 
she found notes, written before his con- 
version, addressed to her and to the police, 
stating that life had become a burden too 
heavy to carry and that he had decided 
to commit suicide. God had stopped him 
in a strange way. Coming out of his 
door, he happened to see a small black 
cross on the sidewalk, and picked it up. 
Possibly the recollections of his childhood 
filled his heart, restraining him from com- 
mitting the crime of murdering himself. 
God had great things in store for him. 
In one of his letters, which I received in 
America, are these words: “My greatest 
joy now is to go to a near-by park, find 
a seclusion there, and pour out my soul 
to God in prayer.” 


PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


“Stand Fast in the Lord “ 


(An editorial, from the second page) 


an unguarded moment.” We fear that all 
too often the enemy catches us in an un- 
guarded moment. “Men ought always to 
pray, and not to faint” (Luke 18:1). 
In that moment when you are reminiscing 
on your previous skirmishes and encoun- 
ters, in that moment when you are admit- 
ting to yourself that you are a skillful 
warrior, in that moment when you are 
glorying in your training, strength, or skill, 
beware! “Wherefore let him that thinketh 
he standeth take heed lest he fall” (1 Cor. 
10:12). When we lose sight of the fact 
that victory resides in our position, in the 
Person, in the Rock, in Christ, defeat’ is 
certain. God wants a man to stand, 
“Finally, be strong in the Lord, and ‘in 
the strength of his might. Put on ‘the 
whole armor of God, that ye may be able 
to stand against the wiles 6f the devil. 
For our wrestling is not against flesh and 
blood, but against the principalities, against 
the powers, against the world-rulers of this 
darkness, against the spiritual hosts: of 
wickedness in the heavenly places. Where- 
fore take up the whole armor ,of God,. that 
ye may be able to withstand in the. evil 


day, and, having done all, to stand” (Eph. 
0; 10-13, R. V.). 
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LESSON 4. JANUARY 27. PETER’S DENIAL 


International Uniform Lesson.—Mark 14:12-72 ; printed text, Mark 14: 27-31, 54, 66-72 
Golden Text.—Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.—1 Cor. 10:12 











The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Mark 14 : 27-31, 54, 66-72 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Mark 14: 27 And Jesus saith unto them, All ye shall be offended 
because. of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, 
and the sheep shall be scattered. 

28 But after that I am risen, I will go before you into Galilee. 

29 But Peter said unto him, Although all shall be offended, yet 
wili not I. 

30 And Jesus saith unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this 
day, even in this night, before the cock crow twice, thou shalt’ deny 
me thrice: 

31 But he spake the more vehemently, If I should die with. thee, 
I will not deny thee in any wise. Likewise also said they all. 


54 And Peter followed him afar off, even into the palace of the 
high priest: and he sat with the servants, and warmed himself at 
the fire. 


66 And: as Peter was beneath in the palace, there cometh one of 
the maids of the high priest: 

67 And when she saw Peter warming himself, she looked upon 
him, and said, And thou aiso wast with Jesus of Nazareth. 

68 But he denied; saying, I know not, neither understand I what 
thou sayest. And he went out into the porch; and the cock crew. 


69 And a maid saw him again, and began to say to them that | 


stood by, This is one of them. 

70 And he denied it again. And a little after, they that stood by 
said again to Peter, Surely thou art one of them: for thou art a 
Galilean, and thy speech agreeth thereto. 

71 But he began to curse and to swear, saying, I know not this 
man of whom ye speak. ‘ 

72 And the second time the cock crew. And Peter called to mind 
the word that Jesus said unto him, Before the cock crow twice, thou 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Mark 14: 27 And Jesus saith unto them, All ye shall be 2 offended: 
for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be 
scattered abroad. 28 Hlowbeit, after I am raised up, I will go 
before you into Galilee. .29 But Peter said unto him, Although all 
shall be * offended, yet will not I. 30 And Jesus saith unto him, 
Verily I say unto thee, that thou to-day, even this night, before the 
cock crow twice, shalt deny me thrice. 31 But he spake exceeding 
vehemently, If I must die with thee, I will not deny thee. And in 
like manner also said they all. 


54. And Peter had folowed him afar off, even within, into the 
court of the high priest; and he was sitting with the officers, and 
warming himself in the light of the fire. 


66 And as Peter was beneath in the court, there cometh one of 
the maids of the high priest; 67 and seeing Petér warming himself, 
she looked upon him, and saith, Thou also wast with' the Nazarene, 
even Jesus. 68 But he denied, saying, *I neither know, nor under- 
stand what thou sayest: and he went out into the * porch; ‘and the 


cock crew. 69 And the maid saw him, and began again to say to” 
them that stood by, This is one of them. 70 But he again denied. 


it. And after'a little while again they that stood by said to, Peter, 
Of a truth thou art one of them; for thou art a Galilean. . 71 But 
he began to curse, and to- swear, I know not this man of whom ye 
speak. 72 And straightway the second time the cock crew. And 
Peter called to mind the word, how that Jesus said unto him, Before 
the cock crow twice, thou shalt: deny -me thrice.: ° And when he 
thought thereon, he wept. - 
1Gr., caused to stumble. *Or, I. neither know, nor «under- 

stand: thou, what sayest thou? *Gr., forecourt. .* Many an- 

cient authorities omit and the cock crew. Or, And he began 

to weep. 


American Standard Version copyright; 1929, by International Council 
of Religious Education. é ‘ 





shalt deny me thrice. And when he thought thereon, he wept. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


AMERICA’S leading Modernist has 
described Peter as one who con- 
stantly said, “I can’t”; but Jesus, 

with his “dominating personality” stood 
over him for three years and said, “You 
can’; Peter finally caught the Master’s 
faith in. him, and agreed, “I can”; in this 


‘ ‘way he was transformed from vacillating 


’ Simon. to rock-like Peter. How does this 
compare with the Bible account of the 
matter? If there is one thing in the Gos- 
pel accounts of Peter for which we would 
look in vain it is the confession, “I can’t.” 
‘After Our Lord’s lesson on humility, self- 
confident Simon proudly repelled Christ’s 
prediction of coming darkness and denial. 
, Peter spoke for the Church in his Great 
Confession. Did he speak for the Church 
‘in his great denial? In any case, he speaks 
to us individually with the searching ques- 
tion, “Are we rightly confessing Christ, or 
are we denying Christ?” 
The Historical Setting 
‘The informal trial of Jesus and the de- 
nial by Peter took place late Thursday 
> night:and early Friday morning, probably 
‘ on April 6 and 7, A. D. 30. 


Verse by Verse 

' "Mark 14: 27.—Jesus saith ....all ye shall 
be offended. Caused to stumble, failing in 
their loyalty and devotion to him. J will 
smite the shepherd. The speaker is Jeho- 
vah himself, who calls Christ “my shep- 


% % & bf 
herd,” and “the man that is my fellow” 
(Zech. 13:7). He laid our sins on Christ 
and thus the bruising ultimately was his 
(cf. Isa. 53: 4-6, 10). And the sheep shall 
be scattered. Fulfilled in the scattering of 
the Twelve, and more fully in the scatter- 
ing. of Israel among the nations till our 
Lord’s return. 

Verse 28.—I will go before you into 
Galilee. Probably the time when he ap- 
peared to “above five hundred”: (1 Cor. 
15:6;. Matt. 28: 16-20), after the appear- 
ance of John 20:26... 

Verse 29.—Although all shall.. The. verb 
implies that they will do it. Yet will not 
I. “I love thee more than all these others” 
(John 21: 15). : 

Verse 30—This night, before the cock 
crow twice, All the horrible details of 
that night and the days to come were 
clear to our Lord, and he shrinks not from 
telling them, making nothing easy by hid- 
ing, the truth. 

Verse 31—The more vehemently. Ve- 
hemence should: never answer the Lord’s 
clear word... I will not deny thee in any 
wise. The Lord’s word, which should have 
brought a humble sense of his utter weak- 
ness, stirred Peter to boastfulness, in his 
assured love for his Lord. Likewise also 
said they all. Not to be outdone by Peter. 
And likewise all’ ‘would have denied him 
had ‘they been in Peter’s place. 

Verse 54.—Peter followed him afar off. 
From Gethsemane., The others did not fol- 
low him at all, except John, who as.a young 


man of about twenty and as “known unto: 


the high. priest,” did not stand in such 


‘ danger as Peter, especially after’ Peter -at- 


tacked the servant of the high priest. Into 
the palace of the high priest. . With the 
customary court in the center, surrounded 
by the rooms,. probably including the room 
where Annas was, and the council chamber 
of Caiaphas (cf. John 18:.13-16). 

Verse 66.—One of the maids. She came 
to him in the court, by the fire; John says 
she was the one who kept the door (John 
18:17, 18). 

Verse 68.—I know not... what thou 
sayest. He cringes before a maid. Went 
out into the porch. Or “forecourt”; :to :get 
away from that question and’ from: his 
shame. , 


Verse 70.—A little after. Luke says 


about an hour after the second denial (Luke, 


22:50). They that stood by, One may 
have started the accusation, and others took 
it up. Thy spéech agreeth thereto. So 


Peter was talking with them, but saying. 


nothing to indicate that he bélonged to 
the Lord. ; 


Verse 71.—Began to curse and to swear. 


To call down curses on himself if he spoke 


not the truth and to take an oath to his 
word. Possibly this is the breaking out of 
an old habit of profanity. The Jews were 
free with their oaths’ (Matt. 5: 33-37). 


Verse 72—The second time the cock 
crew. Mark alone mentions the two crow- 


ings, the others speaking generally, and re- 


ferring to the main crowing that marks 


the break of day, the first crowing, probably 
occuring shortly after midnight. Peter 
called to mind. Evidently not till then did 
he recall the prophecy and warning of the 
Lord.: Jesus turned and looked; on Peter 
after the cock crew (Luke 22:61). When 
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Lesson. for January 27 


he thought thereon, he wept. Bitter tears 
of genuine repentance. Was there not still 
time to retract his denial? He was too 
crushed to think of it. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Two wonders we confess, as we consider 
Peter. and ourselves —the wonder of “our 
own worthlessness” and of God’s amazing 
grace. Two other wonders the cross of 
Christ reveals: the power of darkness and 
sin, and the weakness and deceiifulness of 
the human heart.. These two things Peter 
did not know, nor did he humbly listen to 
his Lord to learn. - If we are to stand with 
Christ, there. must’ be a great confession, 
or there will be denial. The world is 
against Christ now as it was against him 
at that false trial. Are we standing with 
the world, warming ourselves in the light 
of the fires of worldly pleasure and prac- 
tice? If. so, we are in the place of denial. 
But the heart of this sad record of denial 
is omnipotent grace, snatching Peter back 
from the brink, saving his faith, leading 
him to repentance, driving the chaff away 
in this most painful sifting, and garnering 
the wheat for faithful witnessing. Let us 
take heed, by resting in God’s grace and 
having no confidence in the flesh. 


Lesson Outlines 
Peter AND His Lorp 


1. In the Upper Room: Christ lovingly 
warning, Peter protesting and boasting. 
_. 2, In Gethsemane: Christ watching and 
praying, Peter sleeping. ~ 

3. In the high priest’s palace: Christ 
confessing, Peter denying. 

4.In the porch: Peter repentant, 
€hrist forgiving and restoring. 


How WE Fotitow PETER 


1. In his fall: (1) our failure to heed ~ 


€hrist’s warnings. (2) Failure to watch 
and pray. (3) Following Christ. afar off. 
(4) Going with the world. (5) Failure 
to confess in hard- places. (6) Going 
from bad to worse in denial. 

2: In his restoration: (1) Christ’s 
choice of us and prayer for us. (2) gen- 
uine faith and love for Christ. (3) A 
willing spirit, in wanting to share his 
sufferings. (4) True repentance and 

’ deép grief for sin. (5) believing in his 
forgiveness. (6) Strengthening:the breth- 
ren (Luke 22: 32). 


Special Lesson Topics and “Truths 
God’s sovereignty and man’s freedom and 
responsibility. Our Lord’s foreknowledge 


. that, Peter would deny him did not compel 


Peter to deny him. Our Lord’s warnings 
and injunction to watch and pray were in- 
tended to preyent the failure. In the same 
way the prophecy that all would forsake 
him did not compel the action. They were 
free and responsible for what they did. 

Peter and Judas. Christ prayed for 
Peter that his faith should not fail. He 
did not pray, this. for Judas, because Judas 
had no true faith. Peter. was convicted 
of sin and wept’ bitterly.. Judas had re- 
morse, but ‘not true repentance. Peter 
loved his Lord. Judas did not. 

Parallel Accounts, Study Matthew 26: 
17-75; Luke 22: 14-62; John 13: 21-38; 18; 
1-27. See Lesson Questions for discussion 
of apparent discrepancies. 


Peter's Character. Note his arNerey . 


dent assurance of his love for his Lord, 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


4. January 27.—Peter’s Denial ..Mark 14 : 12-72 
. February 3.—Peter’s Restoration. 
Mark 16:7; John 20: 1-10; 21 : 1-23 
6. February 10.—Peter Preaches at Pente- 
OEE ks ova vescedebesdiavenvessscxccnesuns Acts 2 
7. February. 17.—Peter Teaches Good Citi- 
zenship (Temperance Lesson). 
1 Peter 2: 11-173 4: 1-5 
8: February 24.—Peter Heals a Lame Man. 
Acts 3:1 to 4:3! 
9. March 3.—Peter Unmasks Falsehood and 
BF pOcrisy | 2.05. cda0ye8 Acts 5: 1-42; 8 : 4-25 
10. March 10.—Peter Preaches to Gentiles. 
Acts 10:1 to 11:18; 15 : 6-11 
11. March 17.—Peter Delivered from Prison. 
Acts 12: 1-19 
12. Maréh 24.—Peter Describes the Christian 
BAGS ‘sviddesveenecdatdesenve 1 Peter 3 : 8-18 
13. March 31.—Review: Resstna From the 
Life and Letters of Peter. 
1. Peter 5 :6-11; 2 Peter 3: 14 18 


ur 








his boastfully putting himself above the . 


other. disciples, ‘his: bold and vehement con- 
tradiction of his. Lord; through all this is 
genuine love and sincerity. In the garden 
there is again an exhibition of impulsive 
loyalty after the flesh, in striking with the 
sword, following the weakriess of the flesh 
in sleeping. Then comes the following afar 
off, while the other disciples did. not  fol- 
low at all, except John (see on verse 54). 
In the denial there is a climax of the im- 
petuous and vehement nature in cowardly 
denial, the fruit of pride. Poor Peter was 
caught there in the power of darkness, with 
Satan in charge (Luke 22: 31, 32, 52). 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Take heed to the.warnings of Scripture. 
Peter did not accept the word of the Lord 
and plunged headlong into defeat. 


“Watch and pray, that ye enter not .into 
temptation.” That is,.into temptation that 
will lead. to sin. ‘We are in a fight. Our 
adversary the Devil goes about as a roar- 
ing lion.. We are to be awake to his de- 
vices, and pray. 


Pray for one another. Christ had to 
pray for Peter that his faith fail not. 


Follow Christ fully —not afar off. We 
are not simply to refrain from deliberately 
denying Christ, but we are to be one hun- 
dred per cent -for him, in the front-line 
trenches. ‘ To give ourselves wholly to 
Spirit-led, unselfish service is the best guar- 
antee against denying Christ. 


Separate from the world. Friendship 
with the world is enmity against God.-This 
means the dance and movies. and the card 
table arid;all that is of the world, the flesh, 
and the Devil. Those who love the world 
do not:love Christ (Jas. 4: 43 2 Cor. 6: 
14-18; Eph. 5:11, 12). 


Confess Christ in hard places. In the 
shop when men are swearing, in the school 
room when.the teacher is speaking against 


. the Bible, in the. social gathering _where 


worldliness prevails, in the Pullman when 
men are telling questionable stories, in the 
Sunday: school class or church when God’s 
Word is being dishonored — these are some 
of the hard places where testimony for 
Christ will count. a i 


Repent and | receive forgiveness. 
had godly sorrew that led to repentance. 


Peter 


* 95 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


The worldliness and Modernism in the 
professing church today are nothing less ' 
than wholesale denial of Christ. 


We now think not of Peter who denied 
his Lord, but Peter who died for his Lord. 


’ While Peter was denying his Lord, Jesus 
was making the Great Confession that led 
to his de> th, the confession that he was the 
Christ, the Son of the living God (Mark 
14: 61-64). 

Christ told his disciples to watch and 
pray; then he went into the garden to 
watch and pray, while they went to sleep. 


Peter had a sweet lesson‘ on humility 
in the upper room when the Lord washed 
his feet; he did not learn it, and ‘there 
followed a most bitter lesson in the court 
of the high priest; but it lead: to humility. 


The Lord Jesus, bearing the scoffing and 
the blasphemy of his enemies, about to bear 
the sin of the world, was thinking of Peter, 
one single, sinning disciple; and his heart 
is the same today. 

Peter was walking, and standing, and sit- 
ing with ungodly, scornful sinners: blessed 
is the man that does not do this (Psa, 1: 


1-6; 26: 4-10). 


Some years ago one of the Booths re- 
turned to. England after along absence 
and was told that the old-fashioned views 
of the Bible had changed; she instantly 
classified the Modernists when she said: 
“The cocks are still crowing in England, 
are they not?” 


“One of you shall deny me.” 
it I? 


Cotumpsia, S. C. 
ve 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one,’ and accounts for their vari- 

ety, stimulus, and searc og here: They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 

day. School Times staff, — Mr. McQuilkin, - 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to different 
members of your. class, letting: them see 
whether they can discover the answers as 

given on a later page of this issue? 


Lord, is 


AME at least three notable: failures of 
Peter’s, prior to the one recorded here. 


2. What was the first clear token of Peter’s 
final turn and upward climb to a permanent 
high level? 


Why did Peter not. keep his word to 
Christ ? (Mark 14: 31.) 

4. Why do some Christians, like Peter, find 
it impossible to stand true in the face of 
opposition ? 

5. What features were similar in the be- 
trayal by Judas and the denial by Peter, and 
what features were different? 


6. How eg! trials did Jesus have before 


._ the Jews, and how do the four Gospels differ 


in the accounts of these trials? - Does this 
explain some of the differences in the ac- 
counts of Peter’s denials? How else would 
you account for the differences? 

7. What Proverb explains Peter’s denial ? 


8. What Psalm describes the wrong -place 
that Peter was in when he denied the Lord? 

9. Do you think the other disciples would 
have denied Christ had they been in Peter’s 
place? 

10. What is revealed of the attitude of 
those in the high ‘priest’s palace toward the 
Lord Jesus? . 


"Answers to, the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 30 of this issue. 
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From the Platform 
By. Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, our 
hearts are heavy when we remember how easy 
it has been to forget thee in an hour of severe 
temptation. Thou hast mercifully provided a 
way of escape from every testing time, when 
through the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we may have the victory which he offers, and 
which he is, over the temptations which beset 
us. May we be reminded of this before the 
crisis, rather than afterward, in order that we 
may stand firmly for him, and not prove recre- 
ant. We thank thee, Lord Jesus, that thou 
dost not turn away from us, but that thou 
dost make intercession for us, even as for Peter, 
for whom thou didst pray that his faith should 
not fail. Abide with us, we pray thee, through 
light and darkness, holding us true as faithful 
followers of thine, in humble reliance upon thy 
power. We ask this in thy dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—How often we say, 
“If I had only thought, if I had only re- 
membered, if I had only looked ahead to 
see what this thing would mean!” So 
Peter must have thought when he wept 
over his turning away from the Lord Jesus, 
but the Lord did not turn away from him. 
He taught him a tremendous lesson, so 


“ARE Kept” 


THROUGH FAITH 














that this man was able, later on, to write 
in a letter to other Christians, to you “who 
are kept by the power of God through faith 
unto salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time.” When you get home, just turn 
to the first Epistle. of Peter and find that 
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verse for yourself, and mark the words 
“are kept.”. Peter had tried to keep him- 
self from doing wrong. He learned that 
through faith the Lord’s followers are kept. 
Isn’t that most wonderfully better than the 
other plan? Are you trying the “are kept” 
plan day by day? Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA, 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 


: the lesson. 

reference will be given to illustrations on 
a portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list rint.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

The Man Ahead.—/ will go before you 
(Mark 14: 28). .That is a meaningful re- 
mark which a convert in Africa made, as 
reported by a missionary. “The trail is 
hard and tangled,” he said, “but there is 
a Man ahead of us.” Yes, there is a Man 
ahead. Jesus Christ always goes before. 
He is ever in front. He never asks us 
to tread a path which has not been trodden 
by his own feet. Yet he does bid us fol- 
low. Do we obey?—From “5000 Best 
Modern Illustrations.” Sent by Emily Mc- 
Farland, Newark, Ohio, 
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I saw in my Grtem, 


Sees) a wall,and one 
it, always burs higher and upon nit to po qpends it; yet 
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Bravado’s. Collapse.—But he spake the 


more vehemently, If I should die with thee, 


I will not deny. thee in any wise (v. 31). 
Most of us know of the young man who 
wrote an ardent letter to his lady love to 
say: “I would climb the-highest mountain, 
I would swim the deepest river, I .would 
bear the blistering heat of the desert sun, 
I would suffer the privations of hunger and 
cold —I would do anything for you, sweet- 
heart.” After he had signed his name, he 
added this: “P, S. I'll be over to see 
you tonight if it doesn’t rain.” The story 
presents tragically and accurately the status 
of the Christian Church—From The Gen- 
eral Baptist Messenger.. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Carthage, S. D. 


A Dog’s Standard.—And Peter followed 
. afar off (v. 54). A gentleman fol- 
lowed by a rough-looking dog got into a 
car in Edinburgh. The dog followed the 
car in the face of many obstacles.’ Soon 
after another dog came up, bent on a quar- 
rel; afterward, another dog yet more de- 
termined; then a third, and a fourth. He 
took no notice, but continued to follow his 
master —only following and looking up. 
What a lesson he taught us! His one ob- 
ject was to follow his master, and this 
he did faithfully—From The Christian En- 
deavor World. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


The Reminder.—And the cock crew (v. 
68). Modernism today is both betraying 
and denying the Lord. One of the Booth 
family on returning to England was in- 
formed that ministers had changed their 
ideas of the old Gospel. She asked, “The 
cocks are still crowing in England, are 
they not?”—From clipping. Sent by Ruth 
B, McDowell, Mooers, N. Y. 


Betrayed By Our Speech?—Surely thou 
also art one of them; for thy speech be- 
wrayeth thee (Matt. 26: 73). 

Oh, that my tongue might so possess 

The accent of his tenderness, 

That every wurd I breathed should bless | 

For those who mourn a word of cheer ; 

A word of hope for those who fear; 

And love to all men, far and near, 

Oh, that it might be said of me, 

“Surely thy speech bewrayeth. thee 

As friend of Christ of Galilee.” 

—From “East and West.” Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng.; and. Mrs. 
B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng: 


Very Different, Indeed.—But he :began 
to curse and to swear, saying, I know not 
this man. of whom ye speak (v. 71). 
Christian who had found the secret :of vic- 
tory over sin through constant faith in 
Christ was waited on by a friend ,to per- 
suade her that anything else than, daily 
and hourly trespass was impossible in our 
present condition. As he left, he_ said, 
“Now, my friend, always remember, that 
sin in a believer is a very different. ithing 
from sin in an unconverted person.” “Yes,” 
was the memorable reply, “it is, a great deal 
worse !”—From “Times of Refreshing, ” by 
Charles Cullis, M.D. Sent by Ruth B. 
MacNeill, Cohasset, Moss. Prise illustra- 
Hon, : igs 


The Shame of Christians.—But “h be- 
gan to, curse and to swear, saying, J know 
not this man of whom ye speak :{v. 71). 
I do not believe there is any, false religion 


in the world that men are not proud of. 


The only religion of which [I haye eyer 
heard, that men were ashamed of, is the 
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religion of Jesus Christ. Some time ago 
I preached two weeks in Salt Lake: City, 
and I-did not find a Mormon that was not 
proud of his religion. When I came within 
forty miles of Salt Lake City, the engineer 
came into the car and wanted to know if 
I wouldn’t like to ride on the engine. I 
went with him, and in that forty mile ride 
he talked Mormonism to me the whole 
time, and tried to convert me so that I 
would not preach against the Mormons. I 
never met an unconverted Chinaman who 
wasn’t: proud of being a disciple of Con- 
fucius; and I never met a Mohammedan 
who wasn’t proud of the fact that he was 
a follower of Mohammed; but how many, 
many times I have found men ashamed of 
the religion of Jesus Christ, the only re- 
ligion that gives men the power over their 
affections and lusts and  sins.—From 
“Moody’s Anecdotes.” Sent by Ralph F. 
Blakeman, Los Angeles, Cal. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Familiar Words.—Peter said unto him, 
Although all ‘shall be offended, yet will not 
I (Mark 14: 29). Among the most familiar 
words is the American translation of what 
Peter said to Jesus. I expect almost every 
grown man and woman has had them said 
at one time or-another: “I'll never go 
back on ‘you.” If all the readers: and 
hearers of this note who have had the 
Petrine treatment would drop me a line 
saying, “Me too,” the postman would have 
to deliver the mail at El Nidito with the 
post office truck. 

This incident in the lives of Jesus 
and his- chief disciple is one of the most 
amazing: of all world happenings. Not 
altogether because of- the surprising break- 
down of Peter after three years of training 
in discipleship, but the Holy Writ gives 
an account of it in all its base details. 

Biographers of great men do not write 
down this sort of thing. The good artist 
who undertakes to translate to you the 
beauty of a landscape omits all pffensive 
things. The portrait painter gives you the 
personality without the scars and the blem- 
ishes. The presence of this miserable 
breakdown of Peter, this lying, swearing, 
repudiating of his Friend, is the strongest 
sort of proof of the truth of the inspired 
Word. I am convinced the Holy Spirit 
put it here in all its ugly nakedness to save 
you'and me and countless thousands from 
despair when we, too, have lost our grip. 

There are two things that drive and 
clinch’ the Gospel story for me. One is 
Peter’s fall and restoration, and the other 
is the “lickings” Paul took with apparent 
relish for the truth of it. No man as smart 
as Paul would take all 2 Corinthians 11: 
23-27: for a lie. Paul had hundreds of 
living documents for confirmation. 


Our Many Peters.—And Peter followed 
him afar off, and . . : sat with the 
servants (v. 54). But he “followed,” didn’t 
he?’ Even if it was “afar off.” The other 
nine ‘all “forsook him and fled.” That is 
to say they all “beat it” — and if you guess 
that“is slang, your dictionary, if a good 
one; ‘will give: you another guess. While 
Peter: was only out in the kitchen among 
the- help you will notice he was on the 


‘no sign of worthlessness. 
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premises and not off somewhere leading 
the retreat of the. others, crying, “Run, 
men, run!” or, “Hide, fellows, hide!” 

There are many of us in the Christian 
church who, like Peter, are not so much 
to brag about when it comes to always 
standing right up with the Lord Jesus, 
but we are there, even if only among “the 
servants.” Then there are other. disciples 
who were once’ traveling in the company 
with Jesus, but who now have “beat it,” 
as it were,: and are meandering hither and 
yon and-any old where. ‘“Backsliders” is 
a good old Methodist name for ‘them. 
“Church Tramps” is another name, and the 
“hand out” that attracts: them is- “the 
music.” 

It was to Peter’s credit that he caught 
up with Jesus and his captors, yet of course 
not so creditable that he. was down (and 
out) with the servant when he should 
have been up (and in) where his Master 
might have need of him. For Peter was 
bold and aggressive and free spoken and 
had the very qualities for such an occasion, 
Peter could put up a fight if need be, as a 
policeman who lost an ear, and his cousin 
could have testified (John 18: 26). 

The Christian church has many Peters 
in it. They ought all to be something more 
than just “pew warmers.” With these 
Petrine qualities they. should be in the Sun- 
day school where their fighting qualities 
could be used in the defense of the Ten 
Commandments and helping to pep up 
Christian aggressiveness into the coming 
generation of boys and girls. 


The Breakdown.—He began to curse and 
swear (v. 71). Peter-fisherman. “Follow 
me”. Peter. Transfiguration Peter and 
“three tabernacles.” Gethsemane Peter and 
“sleep on.” - “Afar off’ Peter. Traitor 
Peter. Liar Peter. Swearing Peter. 
(Matt. 4:19; Luke 9:33; Mark 14:41; 
Matt. 26:58; Mark 14: 66-72.) 

- Above, up there, in that paragraph, be- 
hold the man Heaven selects to head 
Christ’s church! 

And the church has always been made 
up of just this every-day sort of family 
men— more or less Petrine, Christ came 
to save’ sinners and not to call the right- 
eous. Thousands of “Peters” have made 
good and paid the price with their lives. 

My trouble in getting serious thinkers 
into the Kingdom is convincing them that 
when they become followers of Christ they 
will not “follow” with the wings of angels. 
We grow in grace and knowledge — and 
performance. 

We don’t become saints in one day. The 
old “fisher days” will stick to us awhile, 
and the bad break may come any time. 

There is a passage in English literature 
where Uncle Toby, the old soldier, from the 
goodness of his heart let a swear word slip 
out. The author writes: 

“The accusing spirit flew up to Heaven’s 
chancery with the oath, and blushed as he 
handed it in. The recording angel wrote 
it down, but dropped a tear upon the word 
and blotted it out forever.” 

Because none of us is perfect is ee we 
need a Saviour. We do not have or need 
a@ recording angel’s tear to blot out our 
transgressions, for we have Peter’s Saviour, 
who does it with his blood (1 John 1:7; 
Rey. 1:5; Eph. 127); 

Always remember this: A breakdown is 
We don’t scrap 
the car when we “bust” a tire or “smash” 
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a fender... The ‘best car I- have got on fire 
one day, and I-had to have it “done up.” 
Most of us have to be “done up” now and 
then. 


CoATESVILLE, Pa, 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Defeat. 
Discussion: What are the things that to- 


day threaten to break down a_ fellow’s 
loyalty to Jesus Christ? 


Objective: “Having done all, to stand!” 
(Eph. 6 : 13.) 











ype fellows, Peter is a message of in- 
spiration and hope: to every fellow 
who has suffered disgraceful defeat. And 
who has not? 

Yes, sir, right here in the face of the 
record which ends in the seventy-second 
verse with the words “he wept,” let us re- 
joice in Peter. Those tears—salty tears 
—record low tide for Peter. From that 
very point it is up and out and away to 
the altitudes of great service. Peter had 
been in the altitudes before; but this time 
he is carrying the ballast of true penitence 
and true humility — and he is going to stay 
up. 

Staying up—or rather, the failure to stay 
up — was Peter’s chief weakness. He had 
all the fine impulses and good intentions, 
but somehow they had a way of disappear- 
ing into thin air just when he needed most 
to be steady as a “Petros Rock.” There 
is one way of studying Peter that makes 
him seem to be continually coming down 
off “his perch.” Early im his discipleship 
when with fine courage he stepped out of 
the ship to walk on the water to the master 
(Matt. 14: 30) he began to sink, and cried’ 
out, “Lord, save me.” He couldn’t stay up. 

Again, he presumed to rebuke the Lord 
for facing the cross, and the Lord turned 
upon him and said, “Get thee behind me, 
Satan.” Peter, having just been com- 
mended by the Lord, got puffed up; but 
from the “chief counsellorship,” self-as- 
sumed, he dropped to the level of Satan. 
He couldn’t stay up. Later, he wanted to 
build three tabernacles on the Mount of 
Transfiguration and remain in the heights, 
but the Lord brought him back down to the 
valley where practical service was waiting 
to be done. He couldn’t stay up there. 
Again in the Garden of Gethsemane, where 
he was one of the three chosen to sit up 
and watch, while the Lord “went a little 
farther” and prayed, he dropped his head 
between his knees and went to sleep. Dis- 
appointed, grieved; his Lord came and said, 
“Simon, sleepest thou? couldest not thou 
watch one hour?” He couldn’t stay up. 
And now in today’s lesson we find Peter 
in his worst slump. Standing on his fine 
purpose and self-sufficiency, he tells the 
Lord, “Though all men forsake thee, yet 
will not I! Me! Peter!!” 

Oh, Peter, the Lord knew you could not 
stay up there, and he told you so. “Why, 
Peter, I say unto thee, that this day — even 
this night—before the cock crow twice, 
thou shalt deny me thrice!” And Peter 
said, “Even if I should die with thee, I 
will not deny thee in any wise!” And 
right there, though he did not know it, he 
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was starting into a tail spin. The trouble 
with Peter was self-sufficiency ; he did: not 
realize that his strength must come from 
the Lord, or he would not have “followed 
afar off” when the soldiers took his Master 
to the high priest’s palace... Peter, why 
didn’t you stay close up? Didn’t you know 
you~ were not yet “Petros the Rock’? 
Didn’t you know you were bound to tum- 
ble from that self-elevation? Well, you 
soon found out. For the last time, you 
couldn’t stay up. A servant girl toppled 
you over, and down you went; and you 
speeded the descent with cursing. Oh, 
what a fall — what a crash! 

Then the rooster crowed, and all of a 
sudden you looked up and saw how far 
down you had come. And you saw the 
Lord pass by and give you that look of 
pain (Luke 22:61, 62), and you went out 
and “wept bitterly.” You couldn’t stay up. 

Now, fellows, Peter hit so hard when he 
came down this time that he got a real 
vision of himself —the first he ever had 
—and from that on he knew there was 
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nothing to Peter, except as God put it 
there and held it there. 

So down in the ashes of defeat Peter 
wept in penitence and there after all: he got 
his best lesson. If you have failed, felf- 
lows, Peter has shown you the turning 
point in repentance, and in the following 
lessons we will have a look at his great 
recovery. 

My name’s Defeat; but through the bitter 
night, 

To those who know, I’m something more 

than friend; 
For I can build beyond the wrath of might 

And drive all yellow from the blend. 

To those who quit, I am the final blow; 


But for those who seek their chance to 
learn, 
I point the way at last beyond the foe, 
To where the scarlet fires of triumph burn; 
My name’s Defeat! 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
we 


For Primary Teachers 


By Ethel S. Low 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Make a gay little rooster card for each 
child. You need not put a verse on it, for 
no child will ever forget the story. 


ras CHRIST told his disciples that 
the day was ¢oming when all of them 
would leave him, and they wouldn’t be 
friends to him any more. Peter told him 
that that couldn’t be, for he would never 
leave him, even if every one else did. Peter 
was sure he never, never could do such a 
bad thing. But the Lord Jesus told him 
that before the cock, or rooster, crowed 
twice, Peter would tell some one three 
times that he was not a friend of Jesus. 
Of course Peter thought this couldn’t be 
true. 

But wicked men came and took the Lord 


' Jesus to court to be tried. They arrested 


him and took him to court. All the dis- 
ciples ran away, but then I think Peter 
remembered how bravely he had talked, so 
he went over to the house where the Lord 
was, and thought he’d listen and see what 
was happening. And what do you think, 
along came: a> servant girl and said to 
Peter, You were with this man, weren’t 


‘you? And Peter said he couldn’t even.un-— 


derstand what she was saying. And he 


"went out into the porch, and the cock 


crowed once. And pretty soon another 
maid saw him and said, This is one of 
them. And Peter said he was not. Just 
a few minutes after this, somebody said 
to him, Surely you are one of his disciples, 
for you talk like them. And what do 
you think Peter did? Well, he cursed and 
swore, and said he never knew Jesus Christ. 
And the cock crowed again. And then 
Peter remembered what the Lord Jesus 
had said, and Peter went outdoors and 
cried, because he was so sorry. 

I know you think you wouldn’t do what 
Peter did, but, would you? If somebody was 
saying unkind things about the Lord Jesus, 
would you speak up and tell them he was 
your Saviour and you loved him? Or 
would you keep still? I think we had 
better all ask Jesus Christ to keep us faith- 
ful to him, don’t you? The trouble with 
Peter was that he was sure he was brave 


- enough to be ajfriend to the Lord, and he 
’ trusted in his own strength, and he failed. 
And we'll fail:just the same if we trust,, 


in our own strength. -So weimust ask the 
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Lord Jesus to make us strong with his . 


strength. 
Let’s not try to hold on to Jesus, but 
ask him to hold on to us, 


Mopesto, CAL. 





Teacher Training Lessons 


Preliminary Course of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association 





In this department each week President 
McQuilkin and Secretary Benson, of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association, 
give helps to accompany Unit IT and Unit 
VI of the Preliminary Course of this As- 
sociation. In addition to the thousands con- 
tinuing this course in church and commu- 
nity classes or correspondence schools in 
which they are already enrolled, this affords 
a favorable opportunity for new students 
to take up the work. The Preliminary 
Training Course is offered in six Units 
and a certificate of credit is awarded at 
the completion of each. This permits new 
students to enroll at any time for any part 
of the course, and receive credit Unit -by 
Unit toward a teacher’s certificate. Old 
Testament Poetry and Prophecy is the con- 
tent of the twelve lessons of Unit II; Sun- 
day School Administration is taken up in 
Unit VI. For information concerning the 
organization of a church or community 
class, or enrollment in a correspondence 
school, address Clarence H. Benson, Sec- 
retary, Evangelical Teacher Training As- 
sociation, 153 Institute Place, Chicago. 


Lesson 4 
Old Testament Poetry and Prophecy 
By Robert C. McQuilkin 


IsAIAH 


Selected Reading: Isaiah 1, 2, 6, 7, 


9, II, 13, 24, 36, 37, 40, 45, 48, 52, 53, 
55, OI, 63, 65, 66. 


ESATAR. greatest of Old Testament 
Prophets, is pre-eminently the Messianic 
prophet. He began to prophesy in the year 
that King Uzziah died (or perhaps. earlier), 
and continued to the end of Hezekiah’s 
reign. We may put the dates approxi- 
mately from 760 to 7oo B. C., extending 


about 22 years after Israel’s captivity, © 


closing about 110 years before the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem. 

Chapters 1 to 39 are written from the 
standpoint of ‘saiah’s day, looking forward 
to the Babylonian Captivity. In the first 
chapter Isaiah sums up the whole message 
of all Bible prophecy in the four great 
facts of: Sin, Judgment, Repentance, Res- 
toration. In chapter 6 is his great vision 
of Jehovah, high and lifted up, revealed in 
the New Testament as the Lord Jesus 
(John 12: 41). 

In chapters 40 to 66 the prophecies look 
forward to the Messianic Kingdom, some 
of them written from the standpoint of the 
time after Jerusalem was already destroyed 
and the people in captivity in Babylon. 

There were three great facts concerning 
Messiah that the Jews refused to accept, 
and these three facts are clearly revealed 
in Isaiah: first, that he is divine, the mighty 
God himself (Isa. 9:6; 40:3, 9, 10; 50: 
1, 6); second, that he is to be a suffering 
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Messiah (50:6; 53:1-12); third, that he 
is to be the Saviour of the Gentiles (9: 1, 
2; 42:6; 49:6). 

Peter sums up the twofold character of 
Isaiah and of all Old ‘Testament prophe- 
cies: the suffering of Christ. and the glories 
that should follow (1 Pet; 1:11). Study 
the passages that bring together the suffer- 
ings and the glory (Isa. 6¥: 1, 2; cf. Luke 
4: 17-21; Isa, 52: 13-15). 

Study the message concerning the Serv- 
ant of Jehovah, coming to a great climax 
in chapters 52 and 53. (41:8, 9; 42:19; 
43:10; 44:1, 2, 21; 45:4; 48:20; 40:3; 
52:13). Study the direct prophecies of 


Christ and of the Messianic Kingdom (2: 


245.7: TAs 9: 1, &, 6.75 TEE 1-105 133 1-62 
28:16; 40: 1-11; 42:1-9; 49: 5-13; 52:13 
tO §3: 12; 61: 1-3). 

Isaiah’s name means the Salvation of 
Jehovah, and that is the theme of his proph- 
ecy. It is a message of judgment and of 
deliverance, set forth in the name of his 
two sons (Isa. 8:18; 8:3; 7:3). 


Lesson 4 
The Real Task of the Superintendent 
By Clarence H. Benson 


B bees Sunday school is essentially a lay- 
men’s movement. Because it has be- 
come the school of the church, many have 
concluded that either the pastor or the 
director of religious education was better 
fitted to be superintendent than a layman, 
but such is not the case. In arguing that 
the superintendent should be a promoter 
rather than an educator, Dr. P. E. Bur- 
roughs, in “Building a Successful Sunday 
School” (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York), says: 

“After all is said, the fact stands out 
as clear as day, that we cannot teach peo- 
ple until we reach them; we cannot influ- 
ence people through the Sunday school in 
the things of God, until we bring, them 
into the Sunday school.” 

Most important of all the duties of a 
superintendent is the task of helping to 
reach the thirty-six million children and 
adolescents not now in Sunday school. So 
important is this task of recruiting the 


‘future members of the Church, as well as 


providing moral and religious. instruction 
for the future citizens of the nation, that 
the superintendent should be relieved’ of 
other responsibilities in order to concen-. 
trate his efforts on it. 

If the director of religious education or 
pastor is not trained to be a Sunday school | 
builder, where he serves in the capacity of - 
superintendent, we do not find large and 
growing schools. The success of the Moody 
Bible Institute in maintaining its admin- 
istration, department apart from ‘the edu- 
cational department has suggested the 


larger possibilities of every Sunday school 
, that utilizes its business talent for admin- | 


istration and its Bible specialists for educa- 
tive work. A director of religious educa- 
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tion or trained department specialist can 
better supervise the teaching ministry, while 
the greatest service the pastor can render 
is to be director of Sunday school evan- 
gelism. 
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This Week's ‘Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for Janvary 27) 


When he wae to walk upon the sea 
(Mat. 14: go) ; when he presumed to rebuke 

Lord (Matt. 16: 22, 23); when he tried 
4 enn with the Lord in Gethsemane (Matt. 
26: 40). 


2. When “he went out, and wept bitterly” 
(Matt. 26:75). This was true repentance. 


3. He was depending on Peter, not on Jesus 
Christ (1 Cor. ‘10: 12).":: 


4. Because, like Peter, they follow afar off, 
missing the communion with their Lord, and 
the fellowship of believers. They sit down 
with the world and warm themselves at the 
eg fires. 


. Both were predicted by the Lord; it 
oan Satan who entered into the heart of Judas, 
and Satan who tempted Peter to deny his 
Lord; both were “without cause’. so far. \ 
the Lord was concerned; both afterward ‘ 
pented” (for Judas’ repentance see Matt. po 
3). The differences were eternal differences : 
Peter really loved the Lord; Peter had faith 
Christ: prayed for Peter; Peter’s loyalty led 
him to the place of danger; Peter repented 


with godly sorrow, while Judas had only : 
remorse, not true repentance; Peter accepted . 


Christ’s forgiveness. 


’ 6. Three: the informal trial before Annas 
(John 18: 13), then before Caiaphas, then the 
formal condemnation in the morning. Fp we 
tells only of the trial before Annas, Luke 
only of the formal condemnation after the 
denial by Peter, Matthew and Mark of the 
trial before Caiaphas and of the condemna- 
oe This affects their account of Peter’s 
enia 


“Pride goeth before destruction, and an 
hanotity spirit before a fall’ (Prov. 16: 18). 


8. The first Psalm. 


9. Probably, for the others did not follow 
even afar off, except John. The Lord pre- 
dicted that they would all be caused to stum- 
ble, and would all forsake him. Peter as 
the leader stood in the place of greatest dan- 
ger, and his devotion was not less than the 
others. John as a young man of perhaps 
twenty would not meet the same test. 


10. There was bitter hatred, all “without 
cause.” In saying that Peter was with — 
they were accusing him of a crime. The 
rulers were responsible for thus leading the 
people to blind, unreasoning enmity. 





[ Children at Home 





Old Crow Makes a New Friend 


By M. Lovise Hastings 


LD CROW walked ir and out, of the 

rows of field corn and feasted on cut- 
worms, . It was early morning. Suddenly 
he stopped and looked at the base ‘of the 
corn. What was that tiny red bug with 
blackspots doing on the corn oui right 
near: the roots? 


The bug paid no attention to catch 


except her business. Not once did she 


by. her: side. 
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glance up at the big black bird standing 
He was so large that she 
thought he was a shadow made by the sun. 

All ‘of a’ sudden the crow called, “Caw! 
Caw! Caw!” It was a loud noise that 
would have frightened some creatures, but 
Lady Bug paid no attention, and went right 
on with her work. 

Old Crow was curious. What could a 


tiny creature like this be doing so early 


in the morning? Finally he spoke to her. 
“Madame Bug, you seem very busy,” he 
said, 

“I am,” was the quick answer, but not 
a second did she stop her work on the 
cern roots, 

“May I ask you what you are doing?” 
said Old Crow. “You seem pretty tiny 
to be doing anything important, yet you 
act as if it was.” 

“It is!” replied Lady Bug shortly. “I 
am helping the farmer to have a healthy 
field of corn.” 

“Caw! Caw! Caw!” said Old Crow. “I 
help by eating my fill of cutworms and 


' field: mice, but I can’t see what you are 


doing.” 

“I’m eating aphids,” answered Lady Bug. 

“Aphids? Aphids? But, Madame Bug,” 
exclaimed the bird, “what are aphids? I 
never heard of them in all my life.” 

“Plant lice,” came the answer, as off 
Lady Bug flew. 

Old Crow walked along, helping himself 
to cutworms. He had met a new friend. 
He was sorry that she had flown away, 
because he wanted to ask her more ques- 
tions, Oh, there she was, on another corn 
stalk, 

“Well! Well!” said the crow as he came 
alongside of his new friend. “I don’t wish 
to interrupt your work, but I should like 
to know how eating aphids can help the 
farmer.” 

“Didn’t you know that: plant lice suck 
the juices all out of the corn plant?” asked 
Lady Bug. “If nobody eats aphids the 
corn will die.” 

“Why, I never heard of such a thing,” 
said Oid Crow very much astonished. 
“Why, what a queer thing!” 


“Well, it’s true,” said little Lady Bug,. 


“and we Lady Bugs are put here in the 
world to eat all the aphids we can. You 
may think I am a tiny creature, but aphids 
are very much smaller.” 

“Caw!” said the crow. 

“Well, if you don’t believe me, look at 
all those tiny green lice on the corn stalk 
and down among the roots,” said Lady 
Bug crossly, as she started in working 
again. 

“Caw!” said Old Crow. “I’m going off 
for a breakfast of field mice. You'lt have 
to excuse me, You know that I am one 
of the best mousers anywhere around,” 
And off he flew, but Lady Bug paid no 
attention. She kept on with her work, 
eating just as many aphids as she could 
all day long. 

DokCHESTER, Mass, 


i: Don’t you want a handy binder in which 
to keep your copies of Tue Sunpay 
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of the binder, Pha : 





-Revell’s 


January 12, 1935 


FOR CHURCHES 
Simplify your work. 
ccounts always au- 

Treasurers’ dited and correct. 

Concise,simple. Time- 


saving weekly envelope 


Records — sen. 


Toe tee 
(SELF-PROVING)  ]420 ube, $3.50 1778 wate., 


FLEMING H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Ave., New York 








The Bbsoog * People’s 


Prayer. Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 











February 3. Wanted! Youth for the Kingdom! 
1 Tim. 4: 6-16. (Christian Endeavor Day.) 





Sunday, January 27 
What Is the Program. of. Our Church 
and Denomination?. (Acts 6: 1-7. 
Beginning Christian Endeavor. 
Week. Denominational..Day.) . 





Mon.—Teaches the Settpuines (Neh, 8: 
ee co the Gospel (Acts 8 : 26- 
Wea—iivips the distressed (John 6: 
Tee Pveanetee brotherhood (1 John 3: 
jie teeeeees right living (Gal ‘Stig 


23). 
Sat.—Covers the world (Matt. 28 : 18-20). 











N FOLLOWING out the topic for this 

week each young people’s group will wish 
to consider their own particular church 
and denomination. Your pastor should be 
able to help you secure information as 
to your particular church’s program and 
aim. Let us be sure, however, to keep 
to the thought of program and purpose 
rather than to past achievements, if we 
would get the most out of this topic. 

While the program and purpose of many 
of the denominations will differ in minor 
details there are nevertheless certain: great 
principles laid down in God’s Word that 
should be the guide: of:.every Christian 
denomination. Some one has well said that 
the Lord Jesus left no program for. his 
church. This is true. All his instructions 
were left to individual believers, aad with 
good reason, for Christian service is of 
necessity the outworking of the indwelling 
Holy Spirit in the heart of each individual 
believer. Nevertheless, as we read the his- 
tory of the early church, and as we read 
the Epistles written to many of the 
churches, we may see certain basic pur- 
poses that ought to be in the program of 
every Christian church. 

One such we find in Acts 2: 42, “And 
they continued stedfastly inthe aposties’ 
doctrine and fellowship; and in breaking 
of bread, and in prayers.” ‘The program 
of this first church then “included a ‘regu- 
lar time of listening to the “doctrine” or 
teaching of the apostles; time ‘for felfow- 
shiping with other Christians, and atime 
for breaking of bread, probably’ the:' icele- 
bration of the Lord’s Supper. ; 


Acts. §: 32 brings us sei lapis of 
the program of this early, church,, The 
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apostles we find- were “daily. in the temple,” 


and. that, “in every -house, they ceased not 


to teach and preach Jesus. Christ.” The. . 


teaching was for the. Christians.- The 
preaching was for those who did not know 
Christ. 

se 


Our Scripture lesson brings us still an- 
other picture. Here we find certain of 
the apostles giving themselves especially 


’ to prayer and to teaching and preaching 


while certain other Christians were espe- 
cially appointed to handle the benevolences 
of the church. It is important that we 
should recognize that these benevolences 
began: with believers. The church at- 
tempted no program of community benev- 
olences. There is, of course, no reason why 
individual Christians should not lend their 
aid and support to the needy who do not 
happen to be believers. We are told that 
we should “do good unto all men, especially 
unto them who are of the household of 
faith.” However, there is no Scriptural 
foundation for the church of Christ placing 
in her program a community or national 
benevolent enterprise. 


we 


Paul in 2 Corinthians 5 gives us still 
another suggestion as to what the Chris- 
tian church may possibly include in her 
program. It includes some of the things 
we. have just been hearing, but it is well 
worth considering separately. He tells us 
that believers are in the world as ambas- 
sadors for Christ and that he has committed 
unto us the work of reconciliation, — the 
work of reconciling the world unto himself. 
This should be the great and all-inclusive 
program of our church and denomination 
and of our young people’s groups. Have 
we made it so? If not, what can we do 
toward the adopting and carrying out of 
the program? 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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Deep Snow. By C. Kuipers. (Zonder- 
van Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 
Mich., $1 boards, 60 cents paper.) Koshe, 
a young Zuni Indian, is the center of this 
story of life among the Indians on the 
Zuni reservation. When the story opens 
he is an advanced student in a mission 
school, and when the story closes he is, — 


, but that would be telling the story. He 


well deserves to be called a young Indian 
“brave.” .He shows himself . courageous 
and lovable. His adventure in deep snow 
is indeed an epic. Beside being an inter- 
esting Indian story, this book is an in- 


structive missionary story, for it shows how ~* ~ 


deeply ‘imbedded. in the. modern American 
Indian are the traditions and: religion of 
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his forefathers, and how subtle are the 
devices used by Satan to keep the Indians 
from. accepting the Gospel: - From’ this 
story the reader will get an understanding 
of why the evangelizing of the Indians 
is*such slow work. 


Young Believers’ Bible Work. By Keith 
L. Brooks. (Brooks Publishers, Los An- 
geles, Cal., 25 cents.) A Bible study work 
book for young people is truly “the course 
that meets a need.” This book contains 
questions and interesting comments on sev- 
eral topics pertaining fo the Christian life. 
The questions are followed by blank spaces 
for filling in the answers. These answers 
in every case are Scripture quotations. The 


_ student can find the correct answer by 


looking in his Bible at the passage desig- 
nated by a reference under the question. 
Some of the topics given are: What I 
Learned about Salvation, Blessings We 
Have in Christ, Building a Christian Char- 
acter, and Witnessing of Christ to Others. 
This is just the booklet for a young per- 
son who wants a simple, clear guide for 
his personal study of the Bible. 


Hurlbut’s Life of Christ. For Young 
and Old. By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 
(John C. Winston Co., Philadelphia, $2.) 
Here are 103 brief chapters, clear and 
simple enough to be understood by a child 
of ten, unfolding the events of the. match- 
less life of the Lord Jesus, and presenting 
him as the Saviour, through whom we 
may have forgiveness of sins. . The story 
is skillfully told. Some explanations are 
given where needed, and informative bits 
of history and geography, but the narrative 
follows closely the facts as given in the 


ee 


Bible itself. The volume contains nearly 
five hundred pages,:is handsomely’ bound 
and profusely illustrated. .It should be in 
every home where there are children or 
young people. 
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A Prize Contest 


HE National Woman’s Christian Tem- 
perance Union announces a prize con- 
test for the. best oration or verse on “The 
Value of Total Abstinence from Alcoholic 
Beverages.” The theme may be developed 
along any one of the following lines, show- 
ing. the relation of. total abstinence to: 
school life, athletics, citizenship, business, 
social life, health, and the like. Four 
classes of manuscripts, two senior and two 
junior, are desired, and there are first and 
second prizes of $25 and $5 for each class. 
The contest closes March 30. There are 
seven rules governing the competition, and 
all those desiring to take part in it should 
write at once for a printed copy of the 
rules, sending return postage, to the Landis 
Contest, National W. C. T. U., 1730 Chi- 
cago Ave., Evanston, IIl. 
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_--@ @ Many men and women rejoice in the regular ap- 
: arance of an annuity check from the American 
ible Society. An income which can be counted 

on brings unspeakable relief and satisfaction. 

“>4 Im over eighty years of issuing annuities the 

American Bible Society has never once failed to 

send its checks when due. 

The soning of each check reminds annuitants 

a that ultimately 
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Ernest Wadsworth's 


Prayer Conferences 


‘NE of the valued features of the 
Times is the Family Worship de- 
partment (on this page), conducted by Er- 
nest M. Wadsworth, Director of the Great 
Commission Prayer League. It is helping 
many families to keep up the vitally im- 
portant and Scriptural custom of daily 
family prayers, furnishing them with a 
brief Scripture reading and comments by 
Mr. Wadsworth, and suggesting prayer 
for many sound Christian organizations 
scattered all over the world. Doubtless 
many readers of the Times would be glad 
of an opportunity to hear Mr. Wadsworth 
and to meet him personally. His engage- 
ments for the coming months are as fol- 
lows: 
January 21-25.—First 
Bellingham, Wash. 


January 27 to February 3.—First Presbyterian 
Church, Seattle, Wash. 


February 6-16.—Portland, Ore. 
February 17-23.—Oakland, Cal. 


Any communications for Mr. Wadsworth 
may be addressed to him at the Great 
Commission Prayer League, 808 N. La 
Salle Street, Chicago. 


Presbyterian Church, 
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For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the Internationa! Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


January 21 to 27 


Mon.—Mark 14 : 27-31. Peter Confident. 
Prayer Suacesrions: A_ self-confident 
Christian runs past danger signals. This 
proceeds from pride and from refusing, to 
hearken to the Word of God. It is founded 
in ignorance of self, and of the nature of 
temptation. Fleshly confidence is boastful. 
“Although all shail be offended, yet will 
not I.” Never say you will not sin; but 
pray you never may. Vain conceit builds 
with untempered mortar, and says, “Peace, 
peace; when there is no peace. We ought 
to say, “If the Lord will, we shall live, 
and do this, or that” (Jas. 4:15). Pray 
that the Church may be kept from evil, 


Tues.—Luke 22: 31-40. Peter Cautioned. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Peter was more 
weak than wicked. But spiritual weakness 
is a form of wickedness. Unbelief is im- 
moral, Peter brushed aside the wooings 
and warnings of Christ. He asserted: “I 
am ready to go with thee, both into prison, 
and to death.” Peter did not understand 
his errors. Christ had to warn him of his 
impending fall, All who lean upon their 
own understanding and ignore the Word 
of God are exposed to peril. Many bless 
themselves in heart saying, “I shall have 
peace, though I walk in the imagination of 
(Deut. 29:19). Pray to be 
cleansed from secret faults. 
Wed.—Mark 14 : 46-54. Peter Confused. 
Prayer SuacestTions: In Peter there 
was a constant conflict between the flesh 
and the Spirit. This led to impulsive serv- 
ice. Spiritual blindness and recklessness 
result from slighting the Word of God. 
Insight and foresight are impaired by 
fleshly indulgence. This absurd mixture 
of the lower and higher natures lies back 
of the general confusion to be met with in 
many Christians today. Pray to be deliv- 
ered from yourself through the power of 
our Lord’s resurrection life. 


Thurs.—Mark 14 : 66-72. Peter’s Denial. 
PraYER SUGGESTIONS: The causes, cir- 
cumstances, and sesults of Peter’s denial 
of Christ should be studied prayerfully. 
Here are lessons that need to be learned 
by every child of God. The steps of Peter’s 
fall are perfectly obvious. The sad facts 
should be gone over thoughtfully, realiz- 
ing that as individuals we have the same 
weaknesses, and need the same tender com- 
passionate intercessions of Christ. Through 
the grace of our Lord “Simon” at last be- 
came “Peter.” Pray that the Lord will 
take you up m his own power in an en- 
tirely new way, possessing you, filling you. 
Fri—1 Samuel 17 : 41-49. 
Weakness of the Strong. 
PrAYER Succestions: Goliath made the 
arm of flesh his trust; but little David 
relied upon the arm of God. The giant 
trusted in his sword and spear; but David 
said,. “I .will not trust in my bow, neither 
shall my sword save me”. (Psa. 44:6). 
Goliath of Gath .boasted in himself; but 
David. boasted in God all.the day. long 


(Lesson for Jan. 27) Jan. 12, 1935 


(Psa. 44:8). Thus the “strong” was 
weak; and the “weak” put to flight the 
armies of the aliens (Heb. 11:34). Is God 
your strength and your song? Pray that 
the Church may again know the strength 
of the Lord and his might. 


Sat.—Proverbs 4: 10-19. Avoiding Temptation. 

Prayer SuGcestions: There are “right 
paths,” and steps that “shall not be strait- 
ened,” and wherein the runner shall not 
stumble; but there are paths of wicked- 
ness, mischief, and violence, the way of 
wicked men, which is darkness. May God 
keep you as a child of light from walking 
in darkness. Walk not after the flesh but 
after the Spirit. Walk in the light and 
you will have fellowship with the people 
of God, and the blood of Jesus Christ God's 
Son will keep you cleansed from sin. Re- 
sist temptation in faith, Watch against it. 
Pray that ye enter not into temptation, 
Sun.—Psalm 51:1-9. “Cleanse me from sin.” 

Prayer Succestions: Only the blood of 
Jesus Christ God’s Son cleanseth from all 
sin. Sin is repugnant to God, and only 
through the grace of the Spirit of God 
does it become so to the believer. Only 
the blood of the cross can wash its stains 
away. The “blood of the new testament, 
which is shed for many for the remission 
of sins” is the only ground upon which 
“all sins shall be forgiven unto the sons 
of men, and blasphemies wherewith soever 
they shall blaspheme” (Mark 3:28). “If 
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.” Pray that the 
Church may be guarded against the inroads 
of the world. 
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